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Oxtord. 
| | 
&ag IR, when you 
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* Diſcourſe , (cd-\ 
mending it 45 a worken10 
 leſſe ſcholerlike then reli- 
| 210145) I was thinking how 
1 mrght ſome way requite | 
with ſomen bat more then 
verball thankfulnes, your | 
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| kind fanors & good wiſhes 
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| The Epiſtle 
i | towards me . But haum?z 
| peruſed the ſame—> , 1 
thought I could not better 
| employ my time of ſmall 
' emploiment, then to tran- 
ſlate the ſame, as being 4 
| © | ſubie@?fit for all men ſert- 
| ouſlie to meditate won, | 
| ſupplying with my willing | 
| but poore endenour, that 
| which you could haue bet- 
| [ ter poliſhed;and 1 dare ſay | 
| willinglie would,by rea fon 
of your familiar acquain- | 
| tance with the Author, if | 
| | your leiſure might haue 
| 
| ſerned you to haue taken it 
| in hand your ſelfe, T here- 
" | fore as you commenatcd it 


vnto me, for a peece neatly | 
and 
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Dedicatorie. | 
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and eloquenilie done_in 
the ortginall: ſs ſurelie it 
aid rauiſhme inthe rea-| 
ding, as being a moſt wor. 
thie theame;and hath em. 
boldned me to recommend | 
| #1 backe againe wnto you, | | 
thus homelie apparellediin | 
our mother tong,in which | 
it can leeſe but litle grace, | 
being #n it ſelfe ſo gract-| 
0168 45 it ts, Suffer it ther- LH 
fore 1 pray you (if it be not 
tos full of aefetts) to paſſe 
under your name_, who 
beſt deſerne berin,if ought 
| Fhere be deſerning . For 
mime owne part, Twil onlie 
ſay, 1 hawe ſtrived to ſhew 
ſome part of the paines, | 
o 4 I | 


——_— 
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The Epiſtle. | 
I would eladlit take to do 
| you ante pleaſing ſeruice 
 inrequitall of your manie 
| fauours; which I will pray | 
you ſtill to continue, 45 1 
will alwaies endeuor tobe | 
| thankfull, and conilant- 
lie vet 


—_ 


Your very affetio- 
nate and much 
bounden 


Rich Goring, | 


TO THE HIGH 


AND MIGHTIE 
| aca Anne D 'Alleere, 


wifc vnto the high and 
mightie Lord CMonjienr | 
de Fervaques, Marſhall of 


France, and the Kings 
Fw in Nor- 
mand. 


=> Adame:The 
þ Apoltle vn-. 
F' to the He- 
” brewes tea- 
oy (©> cheth vs, 
hen within the Ark of the 


full of Manna and Aarons 
rod, God thereby inſtru. | 
cting vs, that he hath not 
| onely a care of the nou- 

riſhing of our ſoules, but 


couenant there was a crule |. 
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5 to | 
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| | The Authors © 
| to correct vs for our fins 
alſo : and that he hath gi- 
| Uen VS together with the 
bread of his word, his rod 
of afflictios. The one nou- 
riſherh vs,the other exer- 
| ciſethvs : the one inſtry- 
 Rethvs, the other refor- 
| meth vs: the one teacheth 
'vsto do'the will of God, | 
| the other maketh vs to re- 
| nounce our owne : both 
| equally effes ofhis loue. 
| For God humbleth vs by } 
afflictions , and okedd, | 

| the ſwelling of our pride, 

| He cutteth & loppeth vs, 
to the end we may bring | 
forth the more fruite. He 
 filleth vs with þitterneſle 
in this life, to the end we | 
might long forthe life to | 


| 
| come , For thoſe whom 


| ; | God | 
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Epiſtle. 
"God atflicerh gricuouſ]y ay 
in this world,leaue it with 
leſſe griefe. And indeed if | 
the childre of Iſrael, being | 
come out of Egypt, after | 
hauing endured there {o 
many afflitions, did not- | 
withſtanding gricue, and 
oftentimes mutined to re- | 
turne thither againe : how | 
| much more had they f ar 4 
ued if they had ſuffered 
| nothing ? Adde hereunto, 
| that God who hath for- 
| med ys to feare him, kno- | - 
weth that our prayers are 
flacke and cold in proſpe- 
ritie,asproceeding from a 
ow that is cooled by 
ucceſſe,and which are en- | 
dited by cuſtom. The cries 
which our owne will pro- 
| ducetharefeeble, in com. 


Þ pariſon E | 


— — - —_ I 
CCI 


| 4 34 es | 


——_ — — — 


pariſon of thoſe which 
oriete expreſſech. There is | 
nothing lo (trong as ne- | 
celfiticy :nothing Si ingeni- 
 OUs LO pray well as forow, 
' which in an inſtant "Wk 
meth the {loweſt tongues 
roaholy eloquence, and 
furniſheth vs with Fghes 
| which cannot be expreſ- 
ſed. It is not then in anger 
that God atfliceth vs; bur | 
becauſe that finne is a kind 
of falling ſickneſſe, God 
| (triketh and affliteth vs | 
 toawaken vs.His beatings 
are fatherly corrections: if 
he vied ys otherwiſe, we | 
ſhould not be his childre, |} 
| For if a man ſeeing two 
children a fi ohting, doe 
| Chaſtiſe one bo the ſame, 


\ without touching the o- | 
ther; | 


- 
— = —— _ 
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Fi _ Epiſtle. : | 

ther;theſſtandersby,with- 
out further knowing him, 
preſume that it is his fa. 
ther: ſo God correCteth as 
his children thoſe which 
| he embraceth with a fa- 
therly lone . He beginneth | *Pet.4-17, 
| bis chaſti/mgs at his owne | 
| houſe, Now if Ieſus Chriſt | 
| (as faith the Apolile) hath | yp, g 
learned obeatece by the things 
| which be hath ſuffered , at- 
| though he were the Sonthow | | 
| much more ought wee to 
| dow downe our neckes 
| voto Gods corrections, & | 
| humble our ſelues 1n his 3H 
preſence, rather then to 
Kicke againſt the prick, or | 
to make the afflictions | 
| which are bitter enough | 
] of themſelues , to be yet 
{ more bitter by impatiCce? | 
None | 
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None can make a white 


—— 
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haire become blacke with 
all his care : but well may | 
| be make his blacke haire | 
becom white through his 
vnprofitable diſcontent,It 
| is euer better to follow, 
| thento bedragged on, a= 
| boue all when God con- | 
|  dudtethys: for if the wa 
through which he ade 
vs be thornie, yet is it 
{ ſtraighr. 
\ Nownwhenl caſt mine 


eye vpon all the remedies | 
| of afflictions, I find there 
are three things which 
' may aflwage prigfe; time, 
reaſon, and the feare of | 
| God. For length of time | 
| mitigateth ſorow,and clo»| 
| | ſeth vp the wound, yea e- 
ven inthe weakeſt ſpirits, | ' 
_m | and | - 


i i 


— 


Oe ee OE” 
GE” _ —_— ——— 


— — 
— 


| Epiſtle. 
and moſt vncapable of | 
conſolation: but reaſon e- 
| | teemeththis remedie too | 
K& | long, and vnworthy of a | 
couragious man ; for wea- 
 rinefſe of weeping is a 
| poore remedie, The feare | 
| | of God doth more: for as | 
| 

| 

| 


74 —_ _ 


to appeaſe oricfe , reaſon | 


% 
, 


ſtayeth not for time,ſo the | 
| feare of God ſtaycth not | | 
for reaſon; but before that | 

- ig, 
| | reaſon can bring in her | | 
| | conſolations drawne from |} 
| the incuitable neceſſitie of | 
| | euils,or from che vnprofi- 
| | tableneſle of teares, that | 
| 4] reſolueth promptly vpon 
| | the loue of God, who cha- | 
| | fiiſethvs for our good : ſo | 
| fas in ſteed of cafting forth | | 
- | | complaints, it findeth out 
| occalion of thankſgiuing, | 


4_ and | 


nnd —__— 
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and formeth not only vn- | 


to patience, but allo ynto | 
oy, as acknowledging a- | 
 moneglſt his afflictions cer- | 


[ 


taine f1gnes of Gods loue, | 
Theſe documents Mas- : 
dame, are ſo much the 
more Wuiliar vnto you,as 
you baue had often expe- | 
rience of them, and who 
being palt her appreciſhip. 
in affli&tions, haue careful- | 
ly ſoughr out the lenitiues | | 
which Gods word doth 
furniſh vs withall: which, 
beſides that ſobrictie and 
| modeſtic which ſhineth in 
 youl, aid hath altogether 


| 


 yvanitie/which now a daies 


haue taught you to ſolace | 


your ſelfe with God. But| 


| 


— — 


eſtranged you from the j 


| reigneth in the world, 


take | 


— = 


| Epi(e. | 
take heed allo leſt you ſuf- | 
fer your ſelfe to be ouer- 

| whelmed with forow, and 

| make pietie the nurſe of | 
diſcontct.Inueterat griefs 
do often turne into habit, 2 
| and old wounds become 
f:eſh with too much hand- fi 
ling;whichme thinks is a- 
| boue all veric vnfitting | 
your nature,whoſe meck- 
| | nesand gentlenes fo plea- | 
; | fingvntoall,is much more 
| Jataccord with ioy.Shall it | 
be ſaid, that the great; vi- 
| ] vacity of ſpirit which God 
hath giue you,ſerueth you 


but ro feele oriefe more 


3 ſenfibly? or that Cod hath | 
. | | made you great, that your | 
teares might haue the 
greater fall ? Time which 
j | caſeth the moſt ignorant 


| people | | 


i _ a_ & . 
he A———_— ——_ 


—— 
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| people of their euils, can- |. 
not it finiſh the fighes of 
a perſon whom God hath 
ſo much enriched with his 
| knowledge? Shall it nor 

be bettet to joy ih future 
good things, which are | 
great andcertaine,thento 
 afflict our ſelues for euils | 
paſt, which are remediles? | 


Herein ſurely God is of- 
fended,ifin worldly croſ- 
ſes we find more occaſion 
| of griefe, then matter .of 
toy in heautly riches, And 
wrongfully do we com- 
 plaine of our affliftions; 

ſeeing we hurt our ſelues, 
we doe vnderhand as it 
were confefle, that God 
hath not afflited vs &» 
 nough, The Pſalmif} ſaith | 
indeed,that God putteth wp 
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Epiſtle. 


| 


repentance,or of gricte,to 


fee God blafphemed and 


{tinate tears, which exten- 


| ding themſclues beyond 


their limits , occupie the 


LW «©» , 
time due to conſolation, 


How many times (giuing 


| yourſelfe to reading)haue 


you bedewed the holie 
ſcripture with your teares, 
and yet this booke contai- 
neth the matter of our 


Pſalmes, the tunes wherof 
| you loue, and yet much 
more the matter, where 
you ſee your own picture, 
and the anatomie of your 


| inward 


—— 


_= teares into his bottels, as | 
precious thin gs: but he 
ſpeaketh of reares bred of 


| 


ioy? And inthe booke of 


| 


| 


| 


deſpiſed amongſt men,For | 
| God gathereth not yp ob- 


| 
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The Authors | 
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inward affections : Haute 
| you not obſerued that all 
| the Plalmes which haue| | 
their beginningstroubled, | | 
and whole firſt lines con- 
Bs taine nothing but profoiid 
| bghes and broken com- | 
plaints,do end in delight, | 
and termes which witnes | , 
| contentment and peace of 
conſcience?Let yourtears 
Madame, be formed vpon 
this example,and let them 
end in fpirituall joy, Ler 
your faith raiſe her ſclfe | * 
from yader her burthen, 
and let the fluces of affli- | | 
Qions, which God hath{ |} 
{topped her courſe withal, 
make her to runne forth | _ 
with the greater impetu-| 
ouſnes:let her take ſiregth | 
from refiltance, Hereunto | 


the | 


— 


———— 
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| | graces will much ſerue| 
| you: the whichif you coll- 
| terballance with your c- 


Epiſtle. 
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the meditation of Gods 


uils, they will mightily 


| comfort ys __ the me- 


- | inuifible chaines of opini6 


| you who acknowledge 


weigh them downe. The 
onely attention of future 

glorie, which you appre- 
hend by faith, can it not 
digeſt all bitterneſſe? That 
faith which filled the Mar- 
tyrs with ioy inthe midſt 
of their preſent torments, 
may ſhe not in our reſt. 


' morie of paſſed evils. And 

What ſcruitude thoſe peo- 
pleliuein,which are & -| 

ged. intoperdition by - 


and.cuſtome:can you ſuſfi- 


ciently magnifie the grace | 
| 


7 


———_——_—— 


Which | 


ws. 


1 T he Authors 4 

which God hath given |. 

ou,in honoring you with |. 
lis alliance , and enlight- 


ning you with his truth? | | | 
' Yea,and inyour life time, | Þ 1 
how many of Gods affi-| || 
ſtances, how many difh- | | 
culties happily ouergone?| || 
| God hauing giuE you the| | 
' grace to be alone in your| | 
family an example of con-| | 1 
ſancie and holy perſcue- | | 
| rance in the profeſſion of | | * 
his truth,hauing made you | |! 

| great, that inthe contra-| © 
diction of the world, you I 
| might be an example of f 
firmenefſle and conſtan- | | 
cie. And yet aumit your | 
wounds were more grie- 
vous, astaking all at the 
| worſt, ourliues being ſo 
ſhort,they canotlon faſt: 

| | for 


* Fpiſtl. F: 


gainſt death , ſecing that 

1 death irſelfe is a conſola- 
1 tion vntoyvs. ForGod if 
] he receiue the fighs which 

| wee powre foorth in our 
praicrs,much more regat- 
deth he the fighes which 

] our ſoules giue vp vnto 
him in our deaths. Which 
{being a place of ſhelter, 
and which putteth our 
ſoules into ſecuritie, we 
ought not onely lookefor 

| | his coming, butcuen go 
1 forth to meete him: haſte- 
_ his comming by our 
delires, by the example of 
S.Pauxl, who ſaith, that his 
deſire tendeth to diſlodge, 
1 and be with Chriſ#. And to 
4 lay with Darid : O when 


| 

| 
: IO _ | | oempemmm——n—n————g_ 
\ for you are not croubled | 

{ to ſeeke conſolations a» | 


Pl 


| 
Phil. Te23, | 


Pſal.q3.2. 


T he Authors 
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hitherto giuen = conſo- 


ot 
1-138 
. { 

; { 
Wit! 
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\ 


being bound vnco our bo- 
dies by two bonds, wher- 
of the one is naturall, and 
the other voluntarie : if 
through hatred and con- 
tempt of life preſent, we 
yntie the voluntary bond, 
waiting the time when 
God ſhall breake the na- 
turall, death then coming 


ſhall find the buſlineſle be- 


gun,and our foules prepa- |_- 


red to this diſlolution. 
Theſe cogitations Ma- 
dame, and ſuch like, have 


lation:the whic 


——_— 


— 
"0 , 
pe . 


ed 
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ſhall 1 preſent my (elfe before || 
| Gods face ? For our ſoules 


-1 gentle remouall as the 


| © other diſtraftions : partly 


12] through feare, apprehen- | 
F IF, = | ding : 


| Epiſtle, 
| from other the receipts; | 
'| and haue thought that I 
could contribute ſome- 
thing to your conſolation. 
And to this effe&t hauing 
heard talke of ſome of my 


| of God, you would needs 
make vie of the power 
you haue ouer me, deman- 
-\ ding them of me in wri- 

4 ting . knowing well,that | 
4 of the diſcontentments- of 
{ this life, there is no ſuch. 


1 loue of God, or more 
1 ſtronger remedy then that | 
1 he louethys. f 

drew backe a long time. 

# partly through idleneſle | 
4 — with ſome 


Sermons vpon the Lone 


erefrom T | 


A —— 


ding, your, iudgement, 


which tat-furpaſſing ofdi- 


not ypon vulgar meates, 
At length, after long de- 
lay, being not eny longer 
able to (triue againft your 
inſtant requeſts, which are 
vnto me as ſo many com- 
| mandements , I haue let 
this diſcourfe come forth 
in publick, ynder the pro- | 
cetion of your name , to 
the end that the imperte- 
ctions thereof may. likes : 
Wiſe be imputed vnto 
| yy ,: and that you might 
| beare alſo: a part of. the 
| blame , for hauing-aſſiſted | 
at the birth of that which | 


ought not to haue ſcene 


the light: but] {hall be ea- 
fly exculed as hauing .o- 


T he Anthors | 


narie ſpirits,feedeth ir ſelf | 


Sands. M4 


; beyed 


- 
tt. At. — 
TS ma - ” - - 
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_ Epiſtle, 


beyed _ honor ſhal 


iteuer be vnto me,to exe- 
cute your comandements, 
and to employ my ſelfe 
to do you moſt humble 
ſcruice,as being your 


Moſt humble and 
moſt obedient 


ſernant 


Peter du Moulin, 


C 
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1A Table of the 
1 Chapters,and prin- | 
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| Gaviſe of the good fea | 
doth vs, and which we | 
hope to receiae of him. 
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Fl Prayer, Fol:2 38. 


| Fe # he hrearing and rea- A i 


= of the word ff 
Fol.254. X 


4 weightinheauicthings, 


1 in our ſoules, For as 
4 weight moneth earthly | 
4] bodyes towardes the 
1 place of their reſt, ſo 
{ loue moueth our ſovles 
4 cowardes that obic 
J which promifethreſt & 
2 contentment. ' Where-- 


| whereby ſhe toy- 


CHAP. I. 
Of true and falſe Lowe. 


Oue is that point 
| «& our ſprites, 


neth her ſelfe vnto ob- 
iets. That which is 


Loaue is the verie ſame: 


upon it followeth, that | 


FT TH: i.ove 
s as heauie things doe 
UK | mouenn a directline to- 
| { wards the place of their 
| reſt;ſo if we will attaine 
—F vnto any perfect repoſe, 
our loue mult go right, | 
and hauc an cquallmo- 
wel | tlON. 
6: q "MY yed-| 1 True loue then is 
of, {/ertoprou thatſame, which giueth 
SE 7h that the loue 
"0 a of God,iuthe| reſt and COnNtentment 
I - Jonelyerwe [yneo the ſoule ; whereas 
i 19% [falſeloueisan irregular 
"9% | agitation, and endlefſe 
i ' motion. Such is world-| 
* ly loue which we ſee to 
= 1 |be filled with vnquict- 
neſſe, and not to ſtay his 
agitation , but through 
\ weariſomneTe or def. 
parc, | 


_—_— — ————————————— _— 
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07 


—— 


| 


— —_ 


— 
—— OO 
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paire; Which is no reſt, 
| but an vnableneſle to 

moue , becauſe that | 
force failing,deſire doth | | 
ſtill continue;like vnto a 
| tied horſe, which gnaw- | 4 
eth his bit. Such are al- 
moſt all men: they haue | 
many deltres, and little 
power, they moſt deſire | 
that they can leaſt do: 
| neither being able to 
obey or command their 
couetouſnes. They can- 
not obey it, becauſe of 
their weaknes;nor com: | 
' maund 1t, becauſe of | 
their incontinencie, So | 
that if a man enioy; 
without any let, that | 


| B 2 which, 
—— 


| which he loueth, that 


A 
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verie caſineſle Ay ſelfe 


| withal. For world] Y loue 
is enflamed by rcfiſtace, 
| and nouriſhed with dif- 
ficulties : like vnto thoſe 
fiſhes which loue to be 
| in violent ſtreames and 
 floud- -gates , but dodie 
| ina ſtill water. 
| Thecauſcofthis vn- 
| quictnefle , is becauſe 
that our loue chuſeth 
| falle obies, and which 
| cannot ſatisfy couctouſ: 
nefle. For if you paſſe 
your cie vpon all which 
is beſt and moſt plea- 
{ing in the world, you 


| bringeth him a mony 


| | __ ſhall 


pw. ;. 


= 


WIE or GoD. 
"| ſhall not finde therein | 


| 


— 


any firme and ſtable 


web of pcrperuall vn- 
reſt. The moſt graue 
| ſeetes are ſoweed in 
birternes. The atcheiue- 
ment of riches, pleaſure 
| and honour, 1s pores 
| and many periſh in the 
| purſuite therof, the poſ- 
ſeſſion is yncertaine,but 
| the lofle certaine. For if 
| theſe things Jeaue notvs | 
by ſome accident, we 
ſhall leaue the by death. 
Theſe are things which 


| [are beſtowed not onely | 


pon the wicked, but 


| 


quiet, but a chaine of | 
| cares linked together, 2 
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| cuen becauſe they are 


 bad,as being rewards of 
 wickedneſle. To expoſe 
a2 mans loue towards 
theſe things , 1s bur a 


purſuing of the winde, 


anda perperuall trauell, 


For ceuen when theſe | 
things might be termed 


alwaies good, yet are 
they vncertaine. A man 
cannot take good aime 
at a flying fowle, nor 
have any aſſured de- 


ſtenement,aiming after 


tranſfitoric goods and 
picalures. We muſt ſeck 
our reſt then ſome o- 
ther where the on carth, 


and tune the edge of 
our | 


-# 


———_—— 
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| our loue; towards hea- 
uen. For euen as the 1o- | 
 werpart of the clemen- | 
rary region , is the ſeate 

| of windes,tempeſts and | 
earthquakes , but that 
part towards heauen 1s 

alwaics peaceable & (ti); 
ſo our loue ſhall be cuer 

full of vnquietnes,whi- 

leſt it ſetteth itſelf vpon 

| baſe things; but itſhall | | 
| findreſt if it raiſeit ſelfe } 
| towards heaue,& Gods 
promiſes. And for this 
cauſe is it , that in the: 
middeſt of tempeſtuous 
wether atſca,theneedle | 
of the Compaſſeremai- 1 
neth alwayes vnmoue: | 
B 4 able, | | 


——. 
_ 


> — 
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able , and ſtayed vpon 
| one point, namely, be 
cauſe it goucrneth it ſelf 
by the Pole. In like ſort | 
the ſoule of a faithful! | 
Chriſtian, in the midſt 
of the confuſios of this 
| world, & moſtgrieuous 
 afflitions, ſhall enioy a 
moſt affured peace, be- 
| cauſe his loue aimeth at | 
heauen , and ſtayeth it 
ſelte vpon Gods promi- 
(es, whichis the true ob. 
ect of our loue, which | 
alone 1s to be chiefly 
loued ; which can make 
| v$ louely in loving vs, 
and which alone can, 
yea will make them 
happic 


ct. — 


es, ate i. 
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| 


| 


happie who loue them. | 


ſaith:T he ere of man hath 
not ſeene, hi eares heard, | 
nor hath euer entred into 
| bis hart what things God | 


and the ſanRuarie of his 


deth vs hereunto at vn- | 
awares: for it hath for a 


As the Apoſtle S. Paul 


hath prepared for thoſe | 
which loue him. Allo he | 
promiſeth in S. John: To. 
come unto him which lo- 

veth him, and to dwell 
with him. Admirable | 
loue, which maketh our 
foules to be the pallace 
of the King of heauen, 


Spirit. 
2 Philoſophie lea-| 


B 5 


1.Cor,2.9, 
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generall Maxime, that 


this infinit defire, this vn 


| fatiable appetite which 


is in man, ſhould be 
in vaine, if there were 
not ſomething to con- 
tent 1t;which being not 
| found vpon carth, muſt 
be ſought for in heaven, 
and towards God, who 


| is infinite goodneſle, 


Adde hereunto, 
that God having crea- 


| ted th2 world for mans 
| vie , hath without all 
| doubt created man for | 


| | 4 
ſome better thing then 
' theworld, to wit, for 


OS Ir es CE Is es 


God and nature make| 
nothing 1n vaine, Now | | 


_ 


| 


God. 
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God himlelfe. 
4 Andthatamongſt 
all creatures, God hath 


created man alone vnto 
his Image , alone with | 
vpright ſtature, 6: viſage 


| . 
|to, that the perfeRion 


creed vpwards, to the 


end he might louc him 
whoſe rclemblance hee | 
| bearcth, and that his de- 

fire and his loue might 


ajmeat heauenly things. | 


| $5 Addewehereun- 
of our ſpirits cannot be 


the Chiefe of ſpirits, 
| which communicateth 
his vertue vnto the crea- 
ture, in like faſhio as the 


but in the vnion with | 


Sunne 


ts. 4 


hs. 


| beames, that is,giverh ir 
in ſuch ſort, that ir yet| _ 
dependeth vpon him af. 
| ter hauing giuen it. 
'I 6 Morcouer,true loue | 


THE LOVE || 
Sunne darteth out his} 


is that which transfor- 
meth the louer into the 
| thing beloued, Now if 

a ned man louc a 

corporal] beaurie, never | 
ſhall hee by that loue 
|  corre& his owne impcr- 
| 
| 


fetion:contrariwiſe,by 
louingGod, we become 

like to him , and as the| 
Apoſtle ſaith in the 2. 
| Corinth. chap. 3. Be-ol- 
| ding 4s in a wirrour the 
elorie of the Lord with 


| | open | 


£% 


\ | loue,we ſhall ſee hereby 


{toloue. 


E or col _ 
open face , we are changed 
| into the ſame 1mage. 

7 Finally, beaury be- 
ing the firſt ſparke of 


| 


how that which we call 
ſuperficial colour which | 


light is true beautie. 
God then being the fuſt 
lighr,& father of lights, 
is alſo the chiefe beawtie, 
and by conſequent hee 
| that we ought chiefly 


| Yet humane Philoſo- 


| phie difagreeth here in | 
| one point from divine, 


F 


loue,is not ſo, but only a | 


couereth filth ; but that | 


| 


—_— 


which is the word of} 
_God. 
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God. For naturall Phi-' 
|loſophic holdeth , that 
naturall motion is al- 
wayes better then that 
which 15 againſt nature, 
On the cotrarie, in mat- 
cer of loue,the Scripture 
teachcth vs , that the 
loue contrarie vnto our 
nature,is better then the |} 
natural, For {1thence Sa- | 
| than by ſeducing Adam 
bath disfigured the I- 

| mage of God in man, 
mans deſires haue tur- 
ned towards the.world, 
and ina maner ourloue 
hath bene fallen head- 

| long downe from hez- .. 

| | ven to d earth. The affe- 

| | | &ions 


a. 


| oF GOD. 


iq *tions of the > fleſh are 
cnmity with God. Rom. 
g. If any one loue God, 
it isnot of his owne na- | 
ture, but it isa gift of 
| God. Wherefore our 
 LordIeſus in the cight | 
of Saint John,faith, that | 


| 2016 Can come to = if 


| bis Father draw him not, 


pulling vs out of the 
mire and thicke mud, 
commandeth vs to ſecke 
the things which are on' 
high, Coloff.3. ver.1;2. 
For the Gyig of the A. 
poſtle S. Joþn is moft- 
true, that we maſt loue: 


God becauſe he hath ſoned' 


' And the Apoſtle S.Paul | 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


Vs 
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him , And there is no- 
| thing that we ought to 
demaund of God with 
| more feruencic, then to 
| haue the grace to loue 
him : for this is vnto the 


| God loueth him : it is 
the firſt effect of faith: it 
is a moſt exprefle trace 
of Gods image:it is the 


moſt lively marke of 


Gods children. This 
loue 1s the ſoule of other 
| vertues, the rule of our 


faithfull a witncfle that 


| ations,the ſummary of| - 


4 
' 
\ = 


| 
vs fir, This isalſo one |] 
frheeffesof theloue| 
of God towards vs, to| 
wit, our loue_> towards | | 


OF GOD. 


the law. This loue 15 the 
1 vpholder of Martyrs, 
Qthe ladder of heauen, 
| the peace of conſcience: 


| yea, I dare ſay,it is a taſt | 


{and a beginning of the 
ynion and communica- 
| tion which we ſhal haue 


with God in heauen. | 


Our meditation cannot 

chuſe a more excellent 
1ſubieR:for what is there 
{| which is greater then 
God, or more {weete 
the hisloue? The profit 
likewiſe is no lefſethen 
the {weetneſſe: for men 
are good or bad, not 
becauſe they belecue, 
F bur becauſe they loue. 


| 
| 


| 


Thoſe | 


Auftins 
chiridion t 


Lawrentius 


cap.117, 


| 
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 ſoueraignely good, but 
who alſo makerh them 


| Let vsthen endeuour fo 
to do, and to be diſci- 
| ples vnto the holy Spt-| 


— — =———_—_ —_— - 


our hearts vnto lou; 
leſt we be deceined vn- 
der this name of loue, 
and leſt we ſhould take 
for this true loue, a cor- 
porall loue,an importu- 


Thoſe be good which} 
loue good things ; and|# 
amongſt good things |# 
what 1s there like vnto | 
| God? who not onelyis|'? 


| good which loue bim,| 
rit, which is loue it ſelfe,| 


| and which will forme” 


nate itching , a furious | 
heate, 


| 


1 
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| of vices for the chicfe 
&| of vertues, a brurallfick- | 
© neſſe for an Angelicall | 
| perfection, | 

{ I know truly thathe 


2{ ſhall neceſſarily incurre 
-\ thehatredof theworld, 


- | for asthe Apoſtle ſaith, 
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heare, to wit, the worſt 


who ſhall diſpoſe him- 


all other conſiderations 
in regard of his ſeruice, 


whoſe lone s enmitie with 
| God,as the Apoſtle Saint ' 
James ſaith, But God 
cauſcth- this hatred of 
the world to profite vs: 


| 47 things together , one 


ſelfe to loue God with 
al his hearr,8& toneglect | 


with 


lam. 44. 


Roms, 8. 
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with another turne tothe 
good of thoſe which loue | 
| God, Euils become blel-| | 
ſings vnto them, corpo- | | 
rall afliionsare ſo ma- 
ny ſpiritual exerciſes vn- 
to them., the fickneſles 
of the bodie are medt- 
cines vnto their ſoules: 
for in the hands of this 
ſoueraigne Phyſatio,ve- 
rice poiſon it ſelfe beco- | | 
meth a medicine; his | | 
ſtrokes are balme,as Da-| | 
vid (aith:andin ſuffering 
for God's cauſe,there is not 
| oncly matter of patience, 
| but enen occaſion of alory. 
They are like ſcarres on | ! 
the forchead, honorable| | 


m—_— as © a4 ooo oa. a os a3 


% 

: 

"* 
x | 

- 

4 

+S 

: 


_Aa_—_ : 


; This is true : but for all 


A® F GOD. 
maimes , conformitics 
vnto leſus Chriſt, liuc- 
ries of a Chriſtian foul- 
dier. And all through 
the vnderpropping of 
thisloue, whole ſweet- 
neſſe rempereth this bit- 
rerneſle, and maketh vs 
reioyce for his names 
lake. 

Some one will ſay, 
that the loue of God is 
an excellent vertue in- | 
deed : but that to loue 
him, wemuſt know him 
before ,and that we can-: 
not know him in this: 
life, but with a Alender* 
& obſcure knowledge. 


I — 


this, 
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this, we muſt not let to 
ſtudy theſamegwe muſt 
not ſuffer jonorance| | | 
to be cauſe of negli. | 
gence: for wee cannot | 
 haue ſolitle knowledge | 
of God,bur it willprofit | 
vs, and ftirre vs vp vnto, þ 
the loue of God. One | 
| beame of his light is|| 
worth the whole Sun. || 
A man were better to 
haue an obſcure know- 
ledge of God, then a 
cleare vnderſtanding of 
| naturall things. If a 
| beam of the Sun do en- | 
ter into an obſcure den 
or dunpes, the priſoner: 


by this little foip know- 
eth 


| 


| ſo the little which wee 
| | have of the knowledge 
' | of God,, isſ{ufficient to 
| | gjue vsa taſte of his ex- 


: 
: 
mg 
%. 
To 
**» | 


| |ouer, the knowledge 
| | which Gods giues vs of 
himſelfe, is not ſo ſmall, 
| | but it is ſufficient vnto 


|lave)are fully repreſen- 


| of God, where the A- | 


eth the beautie of lighr: 


cellencie,and toinflame | 
vs With his love. More- 


ſaluation: and the obli- 
eations which we owe 
vnto the goodneſſe of 
God (the cauſes of our 


tedvnto ys in the word 


poltle Saint Paw/ herald 


|] [of the faid word, ſaith, | 
poten T hat | 
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| Fige degrees of the Loue|} 


| not in our garden, it 15a|} 
| gift fromabouc\, com-|} 
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That wnto vs wu declared 
| 41] the counſel of God, 
AS20027. » 


CHAD. II. 


of God. 


VVE: are ſoyncapa | 
ble of the Ta | 
of God, that we are e- 


| uen ignorant what it 
is. This herbe groweth 


ming from the Father 
of lights, who isloue & 
charitieit ſelfe, as ſaith 
Saint obw.. Itis a licour| 
which God powrcth || 


into 


, _ 


into our ſoules by drops 
asinto narrow mourhed 
veſſels . Wherefore to | 
deale with our ſelues ac- 
cording to our owne 
{lowneſſe,we will ende- 
uour to receiue it into 
our mindes by little and 
little, and by eafte ſteps 
to bring our ſelues to 
the higheſt degree of 
| loue. 
Thereare fiuedegrees 
of this loue ; the loweſt 
whereof being the moſt 
imperfect , doth ſerue 
notwithſtiding to raiſe 
vs tothe higheſt. 
1 The firſt degree} 
1s to loue God, becauſe 


| 


i of; 
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| doth vs, and which we: 
hope to receive ofhim. | 


| hare our ſelues for Gods 


_—_—} 
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of the good which hee 


2 The ſecond degree 
is to louc him for his 
owne ſake, becauſe he is: 
ſoueraignely excellent, 
and moſt cxcellently a- 
miable, = 
| 3 The third is, not 
only toloue God abouc 
| al things,and more then 
our ſelues, burtalſo not 
toloue any thing in the 
| world but for Gods | | 
 loue, | & 
| 4 Thefourth is, oj! 


| ſake. 
5s Aboue all which| © 


—_— 
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degrces, | | 


| with we'ſhall loue him 


inferiour : euen 25s the 


yan f bo . \ . 
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degrees , that loue of 
God excelleth, where- 


in the life to come. A 
loue which burneth 1n' 
the breaſts of Saints and 
Angels,which ſtand be-| 
fore his throne of glo- 
riC. 

We call theſe ſorts of 
loue, degrees , and not 
kinds; becauſe the high- 
er degrees containe the 


| 


moſt excellet white dif- 
tereth fro other white-. 
neſle leſſe cleare, not in 
kinde of colour, but in 
degree: ſteps vp6 which 
wee muſt get vp, and} 


C2 vpon; 


: 
»F1 
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| To loue God 
for hu bleſ- 


ſenxe, 
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ypon each of them ſtay 
| alictle our ſpirits. 


| 
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The firſt degree. 


= firſt and loweſt 
ſtep, is toloue God 
becauſe of the good 
which he doth vs.Vpon 
this degree of loue was, 
Dauid, when in the 116 
Pſalme he ſaith, 7 /ove— 
the Lord becauſe he hath 
heard my veice-:and fo 


in the 18, Plalme , For 
God will be loued for do» 


ing good unto vs, It i 


God which hath mage vs, 


which keepeth and F a 


deth vs,which noariſheth 


— 


our 


| 


| his friends, yea his <hil- 
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by his Sonne, gonerneth 
vs by his boly Spirit, tea- 
cheth ws by hi word: ma- 
keth vs his ſeruants, yea 


dren,yea cuen one with | 
himſelfe. Plato philoſo- 
phizing vpon the grace 
of God, according as he | 
was able , gaue thankes 
'vnto him for three | 
things.1.For that he had 
created him a ma,& not 
a beaſt.2. That he was 
borne a Grecian, and 
not a Barbarian. 3. That 
not onely ſo, but a Phi- 
 loſopher alſo. We that 


——_ — | 
our bodies and inſtructeth | 
| our ſoules , redeemeth vs | 
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are inſtructed in a better 
[choole , do otherwiſe 
diſtribure our thankſgi- 
 uing, and do praiſe hin? 
 forthree things alfo. r. 
That amongſt all his 


vs men,created after his 
owne image.2. That fro 
 amonegſtall ſorts of men 
hee hath made vs Chri- 
 ſtians. 3. That amongſt 
thoſe which beare the 
name of Chriſtians, he 
hath made vs faithful] 
| 0nes. Herunto you may 
adde if you will the 4. 
that he hath adopted 6: 
ele&ed vs in his Sonne 
before the foundation 


_—_— 


—— 


| creatures, he hath made | 


 — 
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- 


"_— 


f } 
() | 
£ 


| 


of the worlde : hauing 
had care of vs not onely 
before we were borne, 
but euen before the 
world was made, For if | 
a woman Jatcly concei- 

uing , loue her future 

fruite, much more doth 
ſhe ſo when it is borne | 
and embraced in her 
armes : ſoif God loued 
vs before wee had any | 
being, how much more 
| when we call vpon him 

and love him with a f1- 


grace,thelefſe our num- 
ber is, the greater is our 
prtuiledge , the greater 
his bountic and metrcie 


liall loue > Now 1n this | 
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towards vs, to be like a 
few wel ſighted amogſt 
2 throng of blind men; 
like the} portion of Jacob 


darknefſe which coue- 


Geaeons fleece; alonely 
watered with his bleſ- 


ſing, whileſt all the reſt 
of the earth isdrie and 


God hath enuironed vs 
with examples of blind- 


might make the more 
account of light, and 
that wee ſhould go on 
in the way of righteoul- 


NCcs | 


redall the countrey:like 


deſtitute of his grace. 


neſſe, to the end wee | 


In Egypr,alone enlight- | 
| ned inthe midſt of that 


] 
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[nes whileſt the day la- 
ſteth,whileſt he cnligh- 
teneth vs by his word. 

All theſe graces de- 
pend ypon one ſpecial! 
orace, which is our re- | 
| conciliation with God 
by the death of Iefus | 
| Chriſt;itishe that isthe 


God do flow vnto vs: it 
1s Jacobs ladder, which 
toyneth earth vnto hea- 
uen,which ioineth man 
againe with God , The 
Angels aſcending this 
ladder, do ſignifie our 
prayers. The Angels de- 


 conduit-pipe, through | 
which the graces of | 


C5 


DS 2 . 
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| {cending, fignifie Gods | 
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bleſſings. Jacobs {1:eping | 
at the foote of this ad. 
der,repreſenterh the reſt 
of our conſciences vn. | 
der the ſhadow of his | 
interceſſion, For bcfore, 
on what f{1de fucucr man 
could turne hiseycs, he 
could ſee nothing but 
matter of feare and aſto- 
+ |] viſhment. If he looked 
ſ | on God, he fawa conſu- 
| ming fre, and a ſoue- 
. | raigne iſtice armed a- 
 oainſt ſinners. If he loo- 

\, | kedonthelaw, hee ſaw 
th2 ſentence of his con- 


|  demnation : it on the 
| 


— 


| heau&C,he ſaid, I ain ſhut 


| out thereof by my ſins: 
| | i" 
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if on the world, he ſaw. 
himſelfe fallen from the 
empire he before had o- | 
uer the creatures: if on 
himſelfe, he ſaw athou- 
fand corporall and ſpi- | 
ritvall infirmitics,By the 
ſignes in heauen,, and 
| earthquakes, he was (ci- 
zed with trembling and 
feare: then Satan, death | | 
and hell were the enc- | 
| mics which either drew 
him to perdition,or tor- | A 
tured him with their ap- 
|prehenſfion . But now 
(each man which hath | 
[an aſſured truſt in Teſus 
Chriſt, looketh on all | 
theſe things with ano. 


__—_—_— 
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THE LOVE 
ther eye, and fi ingeth a- 


vpon God, he will lay, 
It is my Father, who 
hath adopted ime in his 


| Sonne. It he thinke on | 


the judgement ſeate of 
the laſt day, he will fay, 


My elderbrother fittcth | 
thereon, andhe who is | 


my Iudge,is allo my ad- 


Theſe are my keepers, 
Pſal.34. If he looke on 
heauen,he will ſay, Ir is 
my houſe. If he heare it 


thunder from aboue,he 


will ſay,It is my Fathers | 
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nother ſong. If he looke | 


uocate. If he thinke on | 
the Angels, he will fay, | 


voice. If he conſider the | 


| 


law, 


| 
| 


| ſay, God hath yerbetter 
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law,he ſaith, The Sonne 
of God hath fulfilled it 
for me. If he be in pro: 
peritie on earth, he will | 


| hereof for my ſake,God | 


k — 


things for me in ſtore. If 
he be in aduerſitie, he | 


wil ſay,leſus Chriſt hath 
ſuffered much more | 


exerciſeth me, proueth 
me,or correfteth me,or 
rather honoureth mee, 
making me like vnto his 
Sonne, If he thinke on 
the diuell, death,or hell, | 
then he will triumph ©- | 
uerall, ſaying with the 
Apoſtle, x. Cor. 15. 0 
aeath, where # thy viito-| 
rie? 
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our Lord; Itthcſe things 


| diucll through perſecu- 
| tions glue vs a falſe a. 
|larme, yet belong weto 


rie? 2raue where ts thy 
ſlinz?T hankes be 10 God 
who hath giuen vs vidto. 


rie_ through Ieſus Chriſt 


 buzze and kreepea noile 


like angrie waſpes, yet 


hauc they loſt their; 
ſting. If the old Serpent 
pricke our heele, yet is| 


his head bruiſed. Fthe/ 


Tefus Chriſt, who hath 
bought vs, and none 


hand. Who wil feare ha- 
uing fucha patron,who 


. AMlli.td CC —_ 


(hall ſnarchvs out of his} 


| not onely maketh inzer-! þ 


ceſſion ul | 


| | common vntro all” the 


| faithfull, But I thinke,if 


backe into the courſe of | 
| | bis life, and call tro mind 
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cefſion for ſinners, but 
of finners maketh them 
iuſt2wvho not only plea- 


| | deth for a bad caſe, but | 


alſo of bad, maketh it | 
good, becauſe that hee 
allo pay for vs:ſothat to. 
pardon vs is not onely a 
worke of his mercie,but | 
alſo an effec of his iu-. 
ſice, 

Theſe obligations vn-. 
to the loning God, are 


each one would looke | 


the time paſſed, there is 


doth not only pray, but | 


none 
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. 
nary meancs to bring vs 


none of vs but ſhould 
finde 1uſt cauſe to ac- 


knowledg beſides theſe 
common benefites,ma- 
nie particular witneſſes | 
of the care and Joue of 
God towards vs: Of de- | 
liverances out of many | 
dangers , vnhoped for! 
good chances, commo-! 
dious afflictions , our 
purpoſes croſſed , but 


for our good,extraordl- 


vnto the knowledge of 
his truth. Shall it be ſaid, 


thatthe bleſſings of God 


| haue rained ypon the| | 


ſands, withoup making 


vs more fruitful of good 


works! | | 


— — K__ 


| cauſe itis impoſlible to 


works * Shall we be like 
ynto beaſts, which drink 
of the brooke without 
thinking of the ſpring; 
without raiſing vp our 
thoughts vnto God the 
wel-ſpring of all bleſ- 
ling? 

Meane while, when 
we ſay that God doth 
vs g00d, to the end we 


[ſhould loue him : it is | 
[not becauſe he hath any 


need of our loue : bur 
becauſe he would ſaue 


vs, he would that we 
ſhould loue him , be- 


be ſaued whilſt we hate 
him. Moreouer,our lo- 


uing 
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his giftzfor it ishe which 
kindleth his loue in vs, 
God doth not only giue 
| vs his graces, but giueth 
allo grace to demaund 
them, the hand to ap- 
prehend them, 8 grace 
-to make good vie there- 
| of: the vertue to glorifie 
him forthe ſame,in ſuch 
ſort, as to acknowledge 
| that we owe vnto him 
not only thoſe his good 
things , but eucn our 


leluesalſo. God doth 


uing him alſo, is partly 


| 
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good vnto the vnwor- 


thy,buthe maketh them 
| worthy by this doing 
them good: his ſpiritual 
gra- 


| 


_— 


true pietie, For he who 


1 


graces being of {uch na. 
ture , as that they tran(- | 
forme ſuch as recciue | 
them. 

This firſt degree of 
loue being holy and ne- 
ceſſary,is not for all that 
any more then a begin- 
ning of the loue of God 
and as the firſt ſtroke of 


loueth God but for his 


profite, is like vnto little | 


children, who ſay their 
prayers that they may 


breake their faſts:and to: | 


ſpeake properly , they 
lonenotGod but them- 
felues. Such a loue, if it 
extend it {elfe no fur- 


of GoD. | 


ther, 


om... 
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unto. If then the loue of 


his ſervice. Let him 
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ther,isa mercenary loue, 
'yea and iniurious vnto 
God. Forit may be al-|[| hj 
wayes thought, that the|Þ| ſe 
end is better then thoſe 


things which tend ther- || + 
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God haue no other end 
but our owne profit, we 
place the ſame aboue 
God, and make our in- 
tercſt more exellet then 


then which is come to 
this firſt degree of loue, || all 
ifhepaſſe on no further, be 
know that God pardo-|Þ ho 
neth vs much, if he pu-|[| hir 
niſh not that which S, |bo 


grounded but ypon the lpe 


loue|| 
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loue of our ſelues:wher- 
fore wee muſt mount 
highcr,and come to the 
ſecond ſtep. 


T he ſecond degree of 
Goals louc. 


He ſecond ſtep of 


4 Gods loue , 1s to 
loue him, not onely for 
our profits ſake , but e- 
'uen for his owne ſake, 
to wit, that laying aſide 
$all conſideration of his 
dencfites, yea and our 
| hope of any profit from 
| dim, yet to loue him a- 
| boue all things . David 
hs of this lou 


the 


ein 


Toloue God, 
for Gods 


owne ſake. 


| "I 


edit CA _—_— tet. AM... Ah cos 


” EY = —_—_— ” OY WETTO Os Mm. 


no” 0 At —_— 


46 


Pſal.69.37 


| 
ſ 


| 


] 


| wold hauevs loue God 
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the 69. Pſalme, ver. 37, 
Let all them which lone. 
thy name, reioyce_-. Hee 
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forhis names ſake,that is 
to ſay, becauſe he is (0- 
ueraigne Lord, wiſe in 
his counſels , iuſt in his 
ations, true inhis pro- 


' miſes, dwelling in glory 


which none can attaine 
vnto, poſſeſſing a ſoue- 
raigne perfection, God, 
whoſe life is without 


| beginning and ending, 


bis eternitie without 
change, his greatneſſc 
without meaſure , bis 
power without rf 
ſtance : who hath made 


| 


the 
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the world by his word, 
oucrneth it by his 
Zo, and ſhall ruinate it 
by his will : who in one 
vertue and perfection, 
which is his eſſence, in- 
cloſeth all yertue, which 
is euery where diſperſed 
in the creatures; as di. 
vers lines which meete 
In one center , do dil- 
perſe theſelues by their 
extentio. For theſe con- 
derations, God ought 
to be loued more then 


for the good which he | 


doth vs. Ieſus Chriſt 
nimſelfe teacheth vs the 
lame, in the prayer he. 
formed for vs; in which 


he 
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he appointeth vs to de- 
maund the ſantifying 
of his name, and the ad- 


A deflire which lo pol: 


— 


uancement of nis king. 
dome, bctore we craue 
any thing tor our prot, 


ſefſed the ſpirit of 3eoſes, 
and the Apoſtlc S. Pal, 
that forgetting them. 
ſelues, they deſired ra 
therto be blotted out of 
the booke of life,and to 
be accurled, then that 


| God ſhould not be glo- 
rified. 


Wherefore to plant 


ueth God for his owne 
ſake , it is neceſlaric to 


know | 


| 


in vs this loue,which lo-[] 
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OF GOD.- 
know' fo farre forth 'as 
| we may, what he isin 
| himſelfe,and wherefore 
ſoueraignly to be belo- 
ued. 

Wee naturally loue 
beautie;now light is the 
chicfe of beauties, with- 
out- which all other 
beauties donothing dif- 
fer from deformities. 


| 


chiefe light, is neceſlari- 
ly the chiefeſt beautie: 
He u the Father of lights, 
laith S. Iames. The foun- 
taine of lizht ts in him, 
and throuzh his lieht we 
ſee crearly,faith Dazid in 
the 36.Pſalme, For this 


| 


| God then being the| 


A 
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tion, hebegan with the 
light, asathing beſt re- 
preſenting his nature, 
He is the Sunne of 1u- 
ſtice : the Sunne which 
ſetteth not, which ma. 
keth no ſhadow 3 vnto 


eyes, but cuen piueth 
{1ght. And indge you 
what this ſoucraigne 
brightneſſe is , ſecing 
that rhe Seraphins ſtan- 
ainz before the Throne 
are dazeled, and faine to 
couer their faces with 


which all things are 
tranſparent : which not 
| onely enlighteneth the 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
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cauſe, when hee firſt ſer 
| his hand -vnto the crea- 
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| their wings, as Eſay ſaith, 
| being not able to en- 
dure fagreat a ſplendor. 
For if at theglorious ap- 
| parition of the humani- | 
tic of Teſus Chriſt, the 
| Sunne ſhall be darkened 
as ſome litle light at the 
appearing of a greater, | 
what may be the ſplen- 
dor of his Diutnitic? 

If you will conſider 


but a ſhadow, and no-' 
thing in comparifori. 
For our life is a lowing! 
and ſucceſſion of parts: | 


 |bur God poſleſſeth his | 


life entirely at one in-| 
ſtant,andall atonce, Hej 


thelife of God, ours is | © 
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who wil know what the 
life of Godis in compa- 
riſon of mans lite, ler 
him compare the ſea 
with ſome litle brooke. 
x. The ſea is very great, 
and the brooke very lit- 
tle. 2. The ſca budgeth 
not from his place, but 
the brooke runneth ſtil] 
forth, and is alwayes a 
new water. 3. The wa- 
ters of the Sea come 
from no other place;but 
all running waters come 
'| from the ſea, and return 
thither. The like is the 
lize of God compared 
with ours. 1. His life is 
infinite, and ours verie 
ſhort. | 


_— 
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ſhort. 2, His life conſ1- 
ſteth in reſt, and to pol- 
ſeſle all his life at one in. | 
ſtant : but our life is a 
fluxe, and ſucceſſion of 
parts. 3, r'is life com-. 
meth from none other, 
but our life commeth 
from him, Acts 17. ver. | 
28. and returneth vnto | 
him againe, as Salomon 
ſaith in the 12. of Eccle- 
ſtaftes :; Theearth retur-| 
neth vnto the earth, as it | 
| | 4s before, and the ſpirit 
| | v0 God which gaue it, 

Gods knowledge is | Thekww- 
alſo a bottomleſle pit. AS 
| | Heknoweth all things, | #. 
| |yeacven ſuchasarenot. 
| D 3 Things | 
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Things paſſed, are not 
| paſſed vntohim:the fu- | 


ture are preſent before 


| heart : he feeth through 
| the cloake of hypoecri- 
fie. We behold. things 
one after another, but 
he ſeeth them all at one 
view : asif a man were 
all eye, and ſhould ſce 
all that were abouthim 
vithout turning him- 
(elfe, We ſee things be- 
cauſe they are: on the 
contrarie,things are, be- 
cauſe God fecth them. 
For in God to ce, is as 


—_—_— a. A. a. th... / —__ 


him. He ſoundeth the | 


much as to will, and his | 
will is,to do. To know | 
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| 


things, 


| 
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| 7n bu ſizht : how mach 
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them:but God to know | 
things, looketh on him- 
ſelfe, becauſe that in nis 
 wiltedome hee hath the 
models of all things,and 
in his will the ſentence 
of all chances, 
' How admirable allo 
5 his holincſle ! Ie inf | 
nitely ſurpaſſeth the ho- 
lineſſe of Angels and| 
Saints: as itisſaid inthe | 
| booke of ob, chap. 15. 
Behold,he_-> hath n0 aſſu- 
race in hut Saints, and | 
the heauens are not pare 


mere abhominable and 


vile is man, who drinketh 
Da 


Hi; holines 


— 
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iniquitie ike water ,Euen 
as the holy Scripture 
| calleth the higheſt hea- 
 uen, the heauen of hea- 
| uens, becauſe it inclo- 
ſeth the inferiour:ſoalfo 
| it calleth God,theholie | 
of holies, becauſe his 
 holinefe inclofeth that 
of all the Saints,as being 
infinitely inferiour, The 
| holineſle of the creature | 
isaqualitic:that of God 
is his ſubſtance. God is 
holy of himſelfe , but 
men and Angels arenot | 
 Saints,but becauſe God 
hath ſancified them. 
(Hi iuſtice. Alſo after a cleane 


contrarie manner vnto 
men 


—— 


—____— 
——— 


— 


| 


bn —— 


OF GOD. 


men, ishe juſt. For men 


uſt things. In God it is 
otherwiſe:for the things 
are 1uſt becauſe God 
doth them. For he is iu- | 
ſtice it ſc|lfe. Wherefore 
he 1s 1uſt for no other ' 
cauſe, but for that hee 
doth according to his 
| wil:according to which 
he hath geiuen vs his law, 
the perte rule of iu- 
| ſtice, which he not only 
ſctteth before vs, but al- 


| 


CC. 
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engraueth it with his 
finger inthe ſtone,as he 
promilſeth vs in the 31. 
of Jeremie : 1 willpnt my 


are tuft, becauſe they do | 


ſo writeth it invs, and} 


Or III 
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His goognes 
| 
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{ |. 


| 


| which! he loueth them 
which hate him, by | 
| which hee cauſerh his. 
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law inte them \ and will 
| write it in their harts., He 
loucth waſtice and truth, 
He hateth the workers of 
iniquitie , he rooteth ont 
tiers, he hateth the bloud:- 
thirſty and deceitful man, 
PlaL'5. 

Whart ſhall we ſay of 
-his goodneſle, through 


 Sunneto ſhinevpon the 
.iu ſtand vniuſt,thegood 


|  raineth down. his good- 
nefſe enen into. the 


and bad : by which. hee | 


| pen: to- blaſpheme him?, 
b Aboue 


0 — —— 


| mouthes which are 0-| 


| 


' goodnes ſhineth in the 


Aboue all, this infinite 


perſon of his Son: This 
Sonne fo. begotten be- 


| euerlaſtinglie bleſſed.. 


fore all eternitie, thathe | 
' yet now begetteth him: | 
| Sonne without begin- 

| ning of time, Sonne of | 
| the like age. as his Fa- | 
| ther : Effentiall Word, 

| eternall Wiſedom,God- 


That Sonne which £ſay 
calieth 1he Father of E- 
ternitie , weuld' make | 
| himſelfe the Sonne of| 
man, to theend that we 


God: yea-was content 
to be borne in a ſtable, | 


might. be children of| 


| tO| 
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to the end that wee 
might be rcceiued into 
heauen; to be borne a- 
moneſt bcaſts , to the 
end that wee might be 
companions with An- 
gels, Hee who ts the 
Word it ſelfe, was con- 
tent to ſtammer as a 
 childe, to the end that 
wee might ſpeake vnto 
God inalllibertie. He 
who is the-bread of life, 
was content to be an 
hungred,to the end we| 


might be ſatisfied He|- 


who is the fountaine of 
life, was content to be a- 
thirſt, to the end our 


 oules might be moiſt- 
ned. 
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ned. Briefly, hewhois 
glue vs life, All this for 


might make them of 


are the bottomlefle pits 


rw 


life it ſelfe, hath ſuffered | 
death, that hee might 
vile creatures, yea enc- 
mies vnto God, that he 


ſlaves vnto Sathan, his 
owne children, and 
tranſport them fromhel 
into his kingdom. Theſe 


of the bountie & good- 
nefſe of God, which do 
gently ſwallow vp our 
ſoules; there is pleaſure 
toloſe ones ſelfe there- 
in.Fortheſc are the bot- | 
tomleſſe depths of the 
bag of God, which 


paſſe | 


— 


| THE LOVE | 


| of God, not for their 


paſſe our vnderſtan-, 


| ding, but doe recreate 


oor hearts ; which gine 


matter of admiration, 
and alſo no leſle ſubiec; 
-| of conſolation. Here are 


the higheſt witneſſes of 


| his loue: here are all his} 
farherly affections layed| 
open ; all the riches of 
that grace which the 
| Angels themfelues ad- 
-mxe, and as Saint Peter 
faith, endenour to pry pro-| 
foundh imo, louing in 
this caſe the goodneſſe 


owne profit; but in rel- 
pet of God himſfelfe: 


come! 


—_—— 
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 #ringly, our praifcs do. a-| 
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come into the world for | 
their redemption, 

| Now to what end 
| all this , but that wee 
ſhould lone him- who | 
bath ſo- much loucd vs, | 


| 


and adinire withioy the | 


| treaſures of his grace? O | 
| God, as thy greatneſfe 
is incomprehenlable, ſo | 
alſo thy.bountie is infi- 
| 58 _ | 
nite!our ſpirits are ſtop- | 
ped with this contem- 


— . — 


beneath our thoughts, 
| and our thonghts yet 
much. lower then the 
| truth. We ſpeake of this 
preatnefſe but ſtamme- | 


| 


| plation ; our words are | . 


baſe} 


— 


| THE LOVE | 


2 


baſe thee, we draw the: 
picture of the Sun with 
a coale. But 0 God.,raiſe 
vp our ſoules to thee: | 


and if our ſpirits be too: 


| weake to know thee, 


make our affections ar- 
dent to loue thee, Thou 
who waſt pleaſed to be: 
our Father, rouch our 
hearts with a filiall affe. 


| ion. Thou which gl- 


ueſt ys occaſion to loue! 
thee , giue vs alſo the 
motions thereof. For.as 
much as we are poore in 
 meanes ,ſo much arewe 
vncapable to receiue 
— and to loue thee 


| after having receiued|| 


them,| 


—_— 
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them , if thou thy ſelfe 


doeſt not plant thy loue 


inVsS. 


All theſe conſidera- | 
tions do raiſe vp our ſpi- | 


rits to loue God,not for 


our ſelues, but for his | 
 owne ſake : which ap- 


peareth alſo 1n this, that 
our loue to God cannot 


be well direed, if it be 
not farmed 


loued vs. Now God lo- 
ueth vs for the loue of 
himſelfe, as he faith by 
the mouth of Efay : It & 
Lit t I, that blatteth out 


thy ſinnes for mine owne 
ſake, | 


 ——— 


vpon the | 


modell of that loue 
wherewith God hath | 
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ſake. Anditis the! prayer 


which Daniel maketh in 
his ninth chapter, . Lord 
| heare, Lord pardon, Lord 
tarrie not, but haſten for 


| 1hine owne ſake , for thy 


wame_ hath bene called 
| pon thu citie, and vpon 
thy people. God confide- 
reth that we beare his t- 
mage: hee confidereth 
that wee are vnworthy 
of his grace, but that it is 
a thing worthy of his 
| bountie,to do good vn- 
ro the vnaworthy ,, and 
which is more, to make 


| 


hem worthy by doing 


n—=_—_— Rr 


them good . He conf1-| 
deteth that his Church | 


1s 


Er GoD. | 
islike vnto a flock which 
carieth his name; and is - 


| 


God; and therefore he | 


will not let it be Sathans 
prey, nor a matter of trt- 
umph ynto the aduer- 
 farte; 


The third degree of the 
lone of God, 


He third degree 

or ſtep, is ſo to 
loue God aboue all 
things ; that we ſhould 
| loue nothing in the 


pe 


| 


called the people of | 


world but for his ſake. | 


—_— 


| For example, there are 
many perſons and ma-- 
ny things in the world 


that 


fn 
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| that wee cannot keepe 
our ſelues from louing, 
| yea and it would be 1l! 
done not to loue them, | 
So a father loueth his} 
children, a wife her huſ- | | 
band;our kindred, allies, | | 
nctghbours and friends | 
4  haue part in this amitie, 

So a man loueth his 
| health, his houſe, his| | | 
land, his ſtudie,8&c. To| | || 
go about rodiſpoſleſſca | d 
man of the loue of theſc 
things, would be an in-| || 
humane doctrine, and 
more then tending to 
brutalitie. He- # worſe | 
| then an infidell that hath 
| 20t care of his familie_, 
ſaith 


— — 
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ith the Apoſtle.” Pietic 
rootethnot out theſe af- 
fetions, but doth hul- 
band them, and of mi- 
{triſles which they were, 
maketh them but hand- 
| maids ynto the loue and 
feare of the Lord . No 
more then ſus would 
kill the Gibeonites, but 
ſubieted them vnto the 
(eruice of Gods houſe. | 
' For then doth a father 
| loue his children as hee | 
ought, if in bringing 
them vp, he purpoſe to | | 
viethem as medo yong 
| plants, which ſhall one 
day bring forth fruite to | 
the oloric of God, If be 
ſo 


hw 


- 
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fo remember himſelf ” 
be their father , that he / 
be yet more mindful 
| that God is his. Then a 
| man loueth his friends 
as heought, when helo- 
ucth them becauſe they 
loue God, and becauſe 
hee ſeeth the i image of 
God ſhining in them. 
So we ſhall then iuſtly 
loue health , when wee 
(hallloueit, 'not becauſe: 
 itis moregameſom and' 
without paine, but be- 
| cauſe it bringeth vigour 
vnto our bodies,and li- 
bertie ynto our mindes 
| toſerue God in our vo- 
cation, The like ought 


——_ 


| | to 


bad 


to be ſaid of riches, of 
honours,of knowledge, 
things which one may 
honeſtly loue;prouided 
that their loue doe not 
diſtra& vs from the loue 
of God, but may rather 
thereto aduance & help 
vs to performe good. 
 workes, Andasthere is 
not any ſo little brooke 
but it leadeth vnto the 
ſea: fo tet theſe good- 
nefles of God , ſeeme 
'they never ſo {mal,leade. 
our thoughts to this 
great depth of the 
| goodnes and greatneſſe 
of God. Briefly, allour 
| ues and affections to- | 


E ﬀ 2 wards | 


CNS" 


wards our neighbours, 
(hal be well ſquared our, 
when they ſhal be bran- 
ches & brooks of Gods 
loue, and a refleion of 
our T 1ght, which from 
| God lancerh vpon his 
image. Neuer Joue the 
perlons for that which 
is about them , but for 
what is in them. Eſteem 
notof men,as of purſes 
for the money which is 
therein. If you honour 
a man becauſe he is well 
clothed, by conſequece || 
ought we to falutefattin || 
| in wholepeeces. If you |} 
account of a man for his 


honours ſake, you tie 
his] 


b 


—— 
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| 


 andto his habite: which | 


[words , juſt in his adti- 
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his dignitie to his titles 


things being take away, 
there isno more of any 
thing which ought to: 
be loued ; as a horſe 
which carieth an idol], 
which being take away, 
hath no more reueren- 
ccs done about him.On 
the contrary,it you loue 
a man becauſe he fea- 
reth God, becauſe he ts 
fhrme in the faith, for- 
ward in the knowledge 
of God , true in his 


ons, charitable rowards 
the afflifted , burning 
with the zeale of Gods: 


—_—{ 


head 
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houſe, you ſhall neuer | 


want occaſion to loue 
him. Take away from 
him his goods, his ho- 
 nours, yea his cloathes, 
yea cuen his bodice, all 


theſe ornaments will re- 
maine. and that excel- 
 lencie which conſiſteth 
in the image of God, 
and the graces of his 
Spirit. 

I am not 1gnorant, 


hearts are very deep;and 
| ofrentimes the friends 
which a man chuſcth 
[or yertuous,do becom 
vicious, or elſe ſhew 
| they were neuer other- 


I 


wiſe 


— —_— ———._ 
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that the {ſecrets of mens 
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wiſe . In this caſe the 
man which loueth God, 
ought to reprehend his 


Flatteric hath take away 


his rermes,except the lt- 
bertie to reprehend. To 
be afraid tochide ones 
friend, leſt wee ſhould 
offend him, is a reſpeR 
full of crueltie:as if whe 
hee were readie to be 
drowned, thou ſhouldſt 
feare to catch him by 
the haire of the head,| 
leſt hee ſhould leeſe al 
haire or two. It by theſe] 
repreheſions thy triend| 


friend, and to reforme | 
| him if he can poſlible. | 


from true friendſhip all | 


LE  - ns 
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do not amed, the triend- 
(hip of a man muſt then 
| giue place vnto Gods 
loue. We muſt do like 
| Moſes, who made vſe 
of his rod whileſt it was 
a rod, butfled from be- 
fore it when it became 
|a ſerpent. And yet in 
; this caſe it ywere better 
| tO ſeparate our ſelues by 
little and little, and to 
| vnſow friendſhip rather 
then to teare it aſunder. 
| Vato all theſe difh- 
culties the loue of God 
| ſerueth asa rule. Many 
heathen haue gathered 
number of precepts of 
friendſhip,but haue not 


—— 


| 
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which ruleth all their 
rules, that is, to learne 
firſt to loue God,and to 
caule our friendſhips to 
be derived fro his loue. 
Such as the braine is 


the heart ynto the arte- 
ries,that very ſame is the 


mane friendſhips; that 
is to ſay, they are but 
threds "and branches 
which depend thereon. 
This diuineloue not be- 
ing therein, friendſhips 
are no friendſhips, buta 
conſpiration, an accord 


——_— 


FO IT 
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| 
—_ this lecret, 


vntothe ſinewes, the li- 
uer ynto the veines, and | 


joub of God vnto hu- | 


| 
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HE Love | | 
| | or agreemet to diſagree 
| with God: friendſhips | | 
| grounded vpon pleaſure | \ 
| or vpon gaine, which | * 
ceaſſe when pleaſures 
Iceſe theirtaſte through 
age, or whcn profite di- 
| | miniſheth, or tis not e- | 
| qually diſtributed : but | | 
| | friendthips grofided vp- | | 
on the loue of God.,are | ' 
- | firme, becauſe theyare | | 
| orounded vpon a furc 
| foundati9. Which loue | | 
ought ſo far toaduance | | 
it ſclfe, that for the loue 
of God we ought not 
onely to loue our| | 
friends, but euen our c- 
| nemies, becauſe God 
| wil- | 
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| ywilleth it. Matth.5, Be-| 
, |cauſetharamongſtthcſe 
Yd camitics,ſome matks of 
i | Godsimagedo yct ap-' 
peare; becaule they are 
as 1t were rods in Gods | 
hand for our amend:- | 
| ment,and inforcements | 


vntohis feare. | 


T he fourth degree of the 
E arenotyetat|.., 


loue of God. 
| 
| V the highe {t.For Ones owne 


we muſt come euen to | /*!fe for the 
the hating of our ſelues 
| | fortheloueof God.For 
| | <uen as there 15 not in 

man , any loue more 
E 4 ſtrong} 
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loue of God 


| 
| 
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THE LOVE 
ſtrong or more naturall 
then the loue of our 


(clues : fo 1s it that ſame 


pI EE 


| which moſtreſiſteth the | 
| loye of God,and which 


is moſt vnealy to be ſur- 
| mounted . That which 


thing, the ſame 1s the 
lone of our ſelues in our 
affeions, to wit, that 
which is laſt put off. 


oreat combat 2 it isas It 
were Sathans laſt 1n- 
trenchment,fro whence 
he 1s vneaſily driven a- 


God ashe ought, who 
hatceth not his owne na- 


- cure; 


the ſhirt is 11 our cloa- | 


There weare to fight a | 


| 


way. Yct none can loue | 


THT) + 8 © 
ture; whois not grieued 
athis owne deſires, and 
maketh not mortall war 
againſt them, being de- | | 
 firous to finiſh this com- 
| batby death,& to be dif- 
| folued,that he might be 

with God : readie to be | 
 prodigall of his bloud, 
' that he may be ſparing 
| of Gods glorie: waxing 
 wearie of this bodie of 
& ours,as of a mouing pri- 
| | ſon or portable ſepul- 
\ | | cher. Likevnto him that 
\ | beinginpriſon, lookerh | | 
chrough the grates,defi- | | 
ring his libertie:{o looke} 
you notto get out at the | 
| doore , you ſhall onely 
E 5 get | 


i —— 
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get out through the ru- 


ines thereof, by the de- 
ſtructis of this body: as 
whe the priſon finketh, 
& the priſoner cfcapeth 
| ar ſome breach thereof. 


| Hee which ſhall haue 


moſt made warre with 
himſclie, ſhall haue the 
more peace with God: 


| he which ſhall nothaue 


pardoned hunſelf, God 
| (hall pardon him : he 
which ſhall haue deſpi- 
fed, yea hated his owne 
life, he ſhall ſaue it. 
Here is the fourth de- 
rec or ſtep of loue, and 


O— 


| the higheſt that man 


can reach vnto in this 


”— ——— 


| lite, | 


| 


| 


| 


| 


loue, which made the 
Apoltle to crie out: Alas | 
miſerable man that I am, 
| who ſhall deliuer me from 
| the bodie of this death? It 
was this degree of loue 
' which cauſed Danzd,ha- | 
'ving a ſcepter in his 
; hand, being vanquiſher 
of hisenemics,and filled 
with earthly riches and 
 honor,to acknowledge 
himſclfe but a ſtranger 
and wayfaring manvpo 
earth. It is this degree of 
loue which hath ſuſtai- 
ned Martyrs intheir tor. 
ments.,the heate wherof 
hath bene hoter then 


| 


life.It was this degree of | 


the| 


- 


| {{aine our vices; whole | 
| aſhes do yet heare our | 
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the heate of the fire:can 
you think that they had| 
their muſcles of ſteele, 
or bodies vncapable of | 
torment and painez it is 
not ſo. Burt as the heare | 
ofa feauer drieth vpout- 

ward vicers, and a leſſer 

heate is ſurmounted by 

a greater: {o the interior | 
 heate of Gods loue did 

 {urmount the heate of 
theflame,and had more 


then paine had power to 
 preuaile againſt them, 
Martyrs, whoſe vertues 
do yet vnto this day ſu- 


(trength to ſuſtain them, | 


C old- | 
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coldneſſe; whoſe bloud | 
doth yet crie , ſpeaking | 
both for the truth of the 
Goſpell,and againſt our | 
flackneſſe, who inalitle | 
time are ſo farre degene- | 
rate from their conſtan- 
 cy.Surely if they donot | 

 ſerue vs for an example, | 
they will ſerue vs for a | 
reproach and condem- 
nation, 

Now to come to this | 
| degree of loue, we muſt 
haue a long and hard 
combat ; for our fleſh is 
rebellious & mutinous, 
and couetouſnes ſo roo- | 
ted therein,that to pluck 
it vÞ (as witneſſeth the 

Son | 


] 


| 


by, 
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Coloſſ 3. 


2. Cor, I y 


| Gal.F5. 


| 


Son of God himſclfe) 
isasif a man ſhauld cut 
oft a hand,or plucke out 
an cye. And Saint Paul 
alſo calleth our deſires 
our members, Notwith- 
ſtanding God ſaith,that 
| be will make an end of by 
worke in our infirmitit: 
he maketh vs to be vidto- 
rious,but after many fals, 


— 


| Oftentimes man being 


| placed as in a croſſe- 
| way,betweene the ſpirit 
and the ficſh, betweene 
the loue of Godand the 


 feeleth contrarie ſupge- 
ſtions, and a maruellous 
combat, How many 


loue of the world, hee| 


times] { 


| 
| 


|| 


K 
| 


| 


[ 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


, God?The faithful being | 
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times commeth it to 
paſſe, that after the Joue 
of God hath had thevp- | 
per hand, and that the 

faithful hath reſolued to 
' be good, by and dy his | 


| deſires doe reaſſemble 


 theſclues, & giue a new | 


aſſault vnto the feare of 


thus aſſailed, cither with 
uenge,of rapine,or Juſt, 
ſhall feele this loue of 
God ſpeaking thus vnto 
him in his heart : Miſe. 
rable man, whither go- 


ſome appctite of re- | 


eſt thou? doth not God 
ſee this 2 deſpiſeſt thou 


his threatnings?reieRteſt 


thou | 


ba 
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thou his promiſes 2 for- | | 
getteſt thou thy vocati- | 
on? Wherfore wouldeſt | | 
thou gricue the Spirit of 
God wherefore woul- 
deſt thou bring a ſcan- | 
dall vpon his Church? | 
Whereare the promiſes ; 
which thou haſt made | 
him?where 1s thy mind. 
fulneſle of his benefits? 
Is this the way to the | 
kingdome of heauen? 
Art thou aſſured that 
being fallen, thou ſhalt 
riſe againe 7 For a little 
pleaſure mingled with 
bitterneſſe , wilt thou| | 
rouble the peace of thy 
conſcience ? For a little 


pot 
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potrage of herbes, wilt 
thou neglect thy birth- 


right? At theſe ſuggeſti- 
| ons the faithfull wil ſtay 
himſelfe,he will figh be- 


pſon, he will breake the 
bonds of his defires: 
but all is not yet done, 
nor this rebellious fleſh 
is not yetquelled. For | 
after theſe holy reſoluti- 
ons,we haue for certain 
Paces, great dulneſle a- 
gaine. Then the divell 
cſpieth occaſton , if he 
lee vs in bad companie, 
if he ſeevs idle, if we 
haue diſcontinued prai- 
er,reading or hearing of 


F* 


fore God, and like Sam- | 


| 


The 
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che word of God, then 
our dcfires doe rouſe | | 
themſelu's vp againez | | 
then the contrarie ſug-| | 
oeſtions of the fleſh and 
the ſpirit ſtruggle toge- 
ther for maſterie: which | | 
maketh the lite of the | | 
faithful oftentimes ſeem 
birrer,euen to the defl-/ 
ring of death to end this 
combat.O-miſerable na- 
| ture,enemie to it owne 
| ſelfe! © ingrafted and 
deepe rooted corrupti- 
on!O mutinovus ſedirio, | | 
which woldeſt bring vs 
back into Egypr: which | 
after our coming out of| 
Sodome,makeſt vs look 
backe | 


| 


[there is yet time inough 
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backe againe, like vnto 
Lots wife; and makeſt vs 


wearecoine from,Cor- 
ruptio which troubleth 
our beſt actions by bad 
ſuggeſtions, and be- 
| {meareth them with 
ſome evil}, If we thinke 
vpon death , our fleſh 
ſuggeſteth vnto vs, that. 


to thinke thereon, It we 
heare or reade the repre- 
hen(1ons of Gods word, 
It perſwadeth vs that it 
1s ſpoken vnto others. If 
we thinke of heauen, it 
 faith,we ſhal come time 
enough thither, If thou 


loth to leaue rhe euill |} 
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E thin- | 
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| like a pot, by which the 
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thinkeſt to giue almes, 
it will ſoftly ſuggeſt in 
thine eare, What knowl | | 
that I ſhall hauenoneed | 
thereof my ſclte?If thou 
wouldeſt reprehend thy 
friend for his amend- 
ment, it will draw thee 
 bya cruelreſpe&, name- 
ly, for feare of offending. 
him .Each good affectio 
hath as it were two cares 


fleſh and the world take 
hold to hinder the exe- 
cution thereof, 

Here then wee muſt | 
carefully have recourſe 
ro Gods aſſiſtance, and, 


[mitate Rebecca , who 
had | 


* Y 


i” TH» Vw WW Usſ 


” wes vw  &F Tr 


| Wherfore alſo God an- 


had recourſe vnto pray- 
er when two children } 


| der ſhall ſerue the yonzer, 


[troue in her wombe: a 
moſt exprefſe figure ot 
theſe two men which 
are 1n cuery faithful per: 
ſon;the one which 1s the 
old, the other which is 
the new man ; the one 
our corrupted nature, 
the other the regenerate 
ſpirit, which do couct 
one againſt another, as 
ſaith the Apoſtle S. Paul. 


{wered Rebecca, The cl. 


For the old man muſt 
be ſubieted vnto the 


new, vntill he be fully 


br ran- | 


Gal.5.I 7. 
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ranked in due obedi- 


ence ynto God. | 
| T he fift degree of the love | 
| of God. 
pF , Here remayneth 
kl ow the 
& © ML now the laſt and! 


|zlorie,ds | chiefeſt degree or ſtep, | 
| {ove God, | which is the loue wher- 
with we ſhall love God 
1n the glorie celeſtial], 
| For we loue things ac- 
cording as wee know 
| them. We ſhall therfore 
| love God much more 
| then, becauſe wee ſhal] 


| 


much better know him. 
|:cor.r;, | Now(faith the Apoſtle) 
12, we know im pars, now we 


i ſee 


Inn 
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| | ſee inaglaſſe obſcurely, 
but then we ſhall ſee face 

70 face, Qurloue which 
| ſeeth from a farre off, 
! and which is diſtracted 
by diucrs obicdts, ſhall 

then ſee neare at band, 
and ſhall wholy be fixed 
| vpon God, Andas whe 
| two great high ſwelling 
rivers come to encoun- 
ter one another, they 
make a maruellous in- 
undation:ſorheloue of 
our {clues and the loue 
of God, are like two 
{treames which ncuer 
toyne themſclues toge- 
ther on earth, but ſhall 
meete in eauen. What 


_ then | 
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then ſhall thevehemen- 
cie be of both theſe af- 
fetions,when they ſhal 
| be mingled both roge- 
ther, andioyned in one 
loue ? For then in lowing 
God, we ſhall loue> our 
ſelues , becanſe God ſhall 
| awelly vs, and becauſe 
that ( ſaith the Apoſtle 
| r.loh.z, | S.John) we ſhall be like | 
unto him. Nor are we 
not to doubt, but that 
the Angels and Saints 
do loue themſclues ar- 
dently, but with a loue 
| which diſtilleth from | | 
| the loue of God.O hap- | 

pie and admirable loue 
of ones ſelfe , which is 
mingled | 


- —— 


EE 


| 
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—— 


S 


} 


| of God! Let vsforbeare 
 rolotte our ſcelues vnrill 
that time,and let vs lone 
nothing in our'ſelues 
but what doth prepare 
vs and entertain vs with 
the hope of this loue. 
 Butbecauſethisloue, | 
' with which weſhalloue 
God in Paradice, doth 


contemplation of his 
face, ((tor- lone is kind- 
ted by the fight) let vs 
learne what ſight this 
ſhall be, that- ſhall cauſe 
this our loue. Our bodi. 
ly eiesſeethings by two| 
| means, either by recei-| 


__OF GOD. | 
| mingled with the loue | 


grow from the view &| 
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| 
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| uing their imagesztor ſo 
we {ce the bodies expo- 
| {ed toour view; or by 
receiuing into our eyes 
the thing it ſelfe which 
wee ſee: ſo wee ſee the 
light, which wee ſee in 
ſuch ſort as that it entc- | 
reth euen into our eyes. 
| Now God who is the 
chicfeſt of lights , will 
: make our ſoules to ſec 
| him in heauen in this 
| latter faſhion . For he— 
|  dwelleth in bis Saints,and | 
i in them allin all.But in 
(this life he cauſerh him- | 
{elfe to be ſeeneby ima-. 
| ges, that is, by the can. 
templation of his works, 
In | 


p s 
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\ |in which hce hath im- 
| printed a picture (as it 
| | | were) of himſelfe, and' 
| the expreſſe markes of 
his vertue. Therfore we ; 
(hal then ſee our Godin | 
ſuchſort as we now ſee 
| | | thelight: butthat now 
| | we ſee itnot butbythe 
| windowes of the bodie, 
| that is, by the eyes : for 
then wee ſhall receiue 
throughout all our parts 
the light of God, which 
ſhall enlighten vs on all 
| | ſides with the beames 
| of his holineſſe . Euen | 
[aSifa man were alleye 
throughout, and ſhould: 


receiue light in himſelfe: | 


ti co 


Io0 | 
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| on all ſides. 

This ſame ſight of 
| God, will make vs like 
vnto God, as Saint 10hn 
ſaith,We ſhall be like unto 
bim , for we ſhall ſee him 
| 4 be 4,For asalooking- 
elafſe cannot be expo- 


| will ſhine like the ſame: 
ſo God receiueth none 


but hee transformeth 


| them into his ownelike- 
| nefle by the irradiation 


| ritie and loue it ſelfe, as 


_—_— EE 


theſame Apoſtle teach- 
eth ; it isneceſlary that 
( the 


| 


| 


ſed to the Sunne bur it | 


to contemplate his face, 


of his light and perfeRi- | 
on. Andas God is cha- 


————_— 
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the creature being by 
this view made like vnto 
God, ſhould alſo be ſci- | 
zed with this loue, and 
enflamed with this ſpiri- 
tuall fire, A fire which 
hath given name vnto 
the Seraphins, ſo called 
becauſe of their ardour, | 
which is nothing elle | 
| | buttheloueof God,the 
| | feruour of their zeale, | 
| |andtheirreadines to do. 
| him ſeruice, 
Here neceſſarily muſt | 
end theſe degrees or | 
| ſtepsof loue, andour| 
| {| meditation can mount | 
no higher :-it is the laſt 
 ſteppe of Jacobs ladder, 
EI by | | 


—_— — 
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by which we mount vp 
_ | vnto God, 


——_—_— I I a bio aa 


| 
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| CHAP. 1II 

| Of the markes and effetts 

| of the loucof God. 

| V E all make pro- 
feſſion to loue 

| God, but few loue him 


| 


{id wedeceiuemen,yea 
| WE deceiue our ſclues, 
| but cinotdeceiue God. 
Wherefore itis neceſſa- 
rie to bring hither the 
 touchſtone, to diſcerne 
the true and pure love 


| = 


of God fromthe falſe, 


ſeriouſly. By this profel- | 


—”” 


——— 
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As there are fhue de- 


therealſo fiue markes to 
diſcer ne if, | 
1 Thefiſtmark of | 
the true loue of God,is, | 
that it quencheath all vn- 
chaſt loues, | 
- 2 The'ſecond mark 


| __ OF GOD. © | 103. |; 


and of baſeallay. ® 


 grees of trueJoue, ſo are | 


andefteR of this lous,is, 
that it bringeth peace and 
tranquillizie tothe mind. 

3 Thetkird i$,ch6- 
ritie_2 towards owr neigh. 
boars = 03.7 
4* The fourth 6) the 
Ko ſure 10, communicele 
often withGod, | 


he ad 


| ; The fift is,the7eale | 
 F4 of | 


— 
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| 


of thee elorie of God dwbich 
 reioyceth or ſorroweth 46-| 


| cording 45 God is honored | 
= 


or diſhonored, 
Whoſocuer - feeleth 


| in himſelfe theſe effects, 


may afſure himſelfe that 


true afteRion, yea al. 


| hough rhar ſoine cdb1d- 


j 


| neſſe chance amongſt 


this "holy\ardovr ; #nd 
thacthe ſbueofhirnſelfe 
be mingled withall, yet 
' this love forbeing weak, 
' ſhall notlet to be true, 


| | provided jitdo daylp go 50 


on tending: vnto per 


 againe each one of theſe 


marks, 


hee Toueth God with a | 


tion. Let vs runne over 


ec 
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markes, that wee may 
know them more pet- 
fely. 


| T he firſt marke of Gods | 


| 
Lone. | 


| | Here are three ſorts | That vn 
+4 of loue : the one |< foe 
| | | whereof, is euer good: — 
the other is euer bad:the || | 
third,good of his owne | 
| nature, but accidentally | 
bad becauſe of our bad 1 
diſpoſition, That which ' 
rsalwayes good, is the | 
|} {[loucot God, inwhich, 
'& [it is impoſhlible toſfinne 
| + {]rhroughexcefle: andin 
* |thispoint it isgood tro 
2 F 5 + =} | 


| by accident, is the loue 
| ofmeate, of drinke, of 


| rally good and neceſſa- 


[to be bad by excefle and 
ke loneare 
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lerſlip the reines of our 
| delires. The meaſure of 
louing God , is toloue | 
him withour meaſure. 
The loue which ts al- 
wayes bad,is the loue of 
| murder, of theft, and of 
| vnchaſte pleaſures, &c. 
The loue which being 
good of it owne na- 
ture, becometh evill 


| eale, or recreation; ap-. 
petites which are natu- 


ric, but which we make 


The loueof God doth 


di- | (. 
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diuecily -bchane it ſelfe 
towards the other two 
ſorts of loue; For it ran- 
keth thelatter within the 
limits of mediocritie, & | 
teacheth vs to ſatisfy our 
neceflitie, and not our 
curioſitic.It reieceth all 
 farre-fetched delicates, 


| being the diſtaſte of a. 


| 


|! awakeneth it ſelfe with 
artificiall meanes ; tea- 
ching vs to nourtſh this 
bodie,ſo that it may not 
be a hinderance to the | 
ſoule : to watch and be 
ſober leſt we enter into 
temptation, As for the 
ſecond loue,it can in no 


—_—_ —— 


proud ſtomacke, which. | 


wilc | 


| 
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wiſe remaine: with: ithe | 
loue of God: bur the | 
teare of God doth who- | 
ly cut it off becauſe that 
1n a thing entirely bad, 
we are not to {ccke for | 
any mediocritie. None 
| can be a fornicator,an a- | 
|  dulterer, or a murderer 
by meaſure; forthe leaſt | 
inclination. vnto theſe 
things is finne againſt 
l God. 
| But aboue all, the 
| 


mmlrnmMhmns uw” 


- 
em 


ftrengeh of Gods loue 
45 ſhewnein rooting out 
| of our hearts vnchaſte| || 
| lone, which kindleth in 
| the mindes of worldly | | 
{ men a firebrand of fil-} 
| | thy | 


— 


I 
_— — 


a. 


| 
| 
| 


| rit, andabateconrape, 
j which after the ſtrength 


| 


| 


| which, man in thispoint 


| of our bodies dedicated | 


' thell, and (as faith Saint | 


the members ofaharlor. 


| 


| 
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thy deſires, which defile 
our foules with a thou:- |} 
ſand beaſtly rhoughts, 
and importunate;which | 


to be temples of God, | 
make an infefious bro- | 


Paul ) of the members 
of Chriſt do make them. 


— 


Pleaſures which weaken 
the bodie, coole the ſpi- 


NY IT—_ 


isconſumed, leaue yet a 
deſire . Infamous plea- 


ſures, which place men | 
beneath beaſts, of} 


ought [ 


inal 
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ought to learne the Jaws 
of continencie and ſo- | 
brictie. Traitcrous plea- 
ſures, which embrace 
men to ftrangle them: 
dally with him on the 
| lap of delight,as Daltlah 
| played with Sampſon, 
that they may dcliuer | 
him, not to the Philiſti- 
ans, but-vnto the diuell; 
| | who hauing poaked out 
the ſinners eyes, often- 
times leade him this way | 
vnto the temple of the 
Idoll. Yet as if this were | 
notenough, man hath 
choſen out a painefull 
b-. | way vnto his pleaſures; 
b- they are not ——_ 
if | 


__ Y 


——_— 
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ifnottroubleſome. The | 
ſtollen waters are ſwee- | 
ecſt, ſaith Salomon; and 
the malice of man ſup- 
' poſeth all other entries 
| better then the legiti- | 
mate. 


 tring into the ſpirit of a- 
| ny one for to purge it, 
doth preſently void out 


| reth vp this loue by his 
greater force:which tea- 
cheth vs to loue in our 
neighbors,not their bo- 
dily beautie , but their 
| ſoukes ornaments. This 
holy loue hauing forhis 
obic the chefe of ſpi- | 


| Theloue of God en- 


| this filth, and ſmothe- | 


PE — 
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| What us 


| rits, | 


true beauty 


—C 


þ IE 
= 
ee 
—— —_ 


Cn as <_——m eeo— en - 


_— 
—_— 


THE LOVE | 


; 
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| brain, and things which 


| tome, as the beautic of a 
diamond, or of the light | 


rits, loucth conſequent- 
ly in men their ſpiritual! | 
beautie,a beautie which | 
coliſteth in the image of 
God: an image, whole 
principal lineaments are | 


[ tuſtice and holineſle. 


A beautice which is not ' 
(uperficial as that of the 
| bodie , which hideth. 
within it felfe bloud, ' 


' one may not behold; 
without horror; but it is 
a beautie which exten- 
 deth it ſelf vnto the bot- 


it ſelfe.. The beautie of 
the body,is buta flower 


which | 


—_— 
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| their beautie hath plen- 
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which is withered with 
age; but the beautie of 
the ſoulc is'not ſubic 
ynto time ; and which 
is more , the wrinkles 
which it: hath , are done 
out with time. Many 
women might haue bin 
more happie if they had 
 befte lefle beautifull; for | 


T 


| tifillly- afflicted them: | 
but ſpirituall beautie 15 
alwayes accompanied | 
with Gods bleſſing. Be- 
ſides , confi der atten- | 
rinely the faireſt viſage 


of the world, and you. 


willbecomneuer a whit, 
the: morctairryour ſelf, 


| but | 
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bur ſhall rather ſeem the 
fouler being neare it. 
But carefully ro con- 
template a ſoule which 
| God hath embelliſhed 
with vertue , will make 
you become vertuous, 
and will forme you ac- 
| cording to his example. 
Carnall eyes perceive 
not this beautic , and 
pleaſure knoweth not 
| what it is;For,as a horſe 
louing a mare,thinketh 
that in the world there 
is no other beautie : ſo 
| the carnall and ſeaſuall 
man rhinketh there is 
no other beautie |but | | 
| that which through the | 
the ! #ght/ 


| — 
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fight touchcth his de- 
| fires. But the view of the 
faithfull pierceth fur- 
ther , and oftentimes 
cleane througha corpo- | 
rall beautie .ecth the ve- 
tie image of the diuell: 
Corrariwile,the inward | 
| beauty is oftentimes vn- 
der an exteriour foule- 
neſle, asthat of a ſlub- | 

bered diamond. As that | 
of Iefus Chriſt during 
his opprobrious hand- 
. |ling;whereof Eſay inthe 
53.chap.ſaith, that there 
was not in him either | | 
| | forme orbeautie : and 
| | yet inthe 4q5.Pſalme,he 
| is called the moſt faire | 
| y amongſt { 


— 4 — 
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| being 


| ſtanding blot not out 


| dorne themſelues in- 


 amonegft the ſonnes of 
men. As thebcautic of 
the Church, whereof it 
is ſaid in the firſt of 
Canticles , that ſhe is 
browne, and yet faire; 
blacke without, 
and burnt with affii- 
ons, which notwith-- 


her inward beautic. 

+: Therforethatwomen 
curious of their beaurie, 
may rather ſtudie to a- 


wardly, as it is faid in 
the 45.Plalm, The Kings 
daughter u full of glorie 
within: Let them take 


heed leſt indecking arti- | 
| | ficially | 


ee In 


| dier hauinga ſword that 


the ſuggeſtion of the d1- 


[ee know- 
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ficially their bodies, 
they become a ſnare of 
delires,an inſtrument in 


thediuels hand. A ſoul- 


hath furely ſerued him 
in many combats , will 
be careful to ſcowreand 
poliſh it : and doe wee 
maruell if the woman 
hauing ſerued Sathan to 
ouerthrow Adam, be 
carefully decked & em- | 
belliſhed by him, and 
that women are ſo curi- 
ous in ornaments, by 


uelle 


But we whom God 
hath honored with his 


wt 
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knowledge, to the end 
we might be inflamed 
with this loue.,let vs ſhut 
our eyes to theſe allure- 
ments, poſſeſſing (as 
ſaith Saint Pal )our vel. 
(els in holineſle: abſtain 
your ſelues not onely | 
from cuill,butalſo from 
all appearance and oc- 
caltons of euill. Eſchue | 
| idleneſle,for it isthe pil- 
low of vices. Let Satan, 
coming to aſſaile you, 
find you cuer occupied. 
| Flic bad companie, fil- 
thy talke, books of loue; 
| for they are fire-brands 
of luſt, the hookes and 
baits of the diuel.None 
cometh | 


. - — 


— 
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* | cometh to do cuill but 


wife ta luſt after her, 
hath already committed | 


by theſe acceſlarics, yea 
the euill is alreadie in 
theſe acceſſaries. Many 
will ſay , that they are 
chaſt of bodie, but their 
cyes, their cares, and 
their thoughts arc cul- 
pable of luſt. Yet Chrift 
ſaith , thathe wholoo- 
keth on his neighbours 


adultery. The beſt com- 
panic and the beſt buſi- 
nes to divert our minds 
from ehis-euill; -is- the 
carefull reading of the 
word of God ioyned 


vito prayer . Saint Ag- 
euſtine] 


— 
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| hee withdrew himſelfe 


| 
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gvſtine inthe eight book 
| of his Confeſſions, cap. 
8.8: 12. ſaith, that when 
he was vpon termes of 
rendering himſelte a 


Chriſtian , that which 


fornication; and that in 
this combattfull anguiſh, 


into a garden , where 
twice he heard the voice 
of a child,as it were, co- 
ming from the houſes 
hard by, ſaying, Take- 
and reade, Atthis voice 
he tooke the booke of 
the Epiſtles of S. Pal, 
and chanced at the firſt 


moſttroubled him,was, | _ 
that hee muſt leaue his| |. 


| 


b 


__opening | 


| careof the fleſh10fulfilthe 


| 


| 


| on this text of the 13. 
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opening of the booke, 


chapter totheRomains, 
where he ſaith : Zet vs 
walke honeftlie_ as inthe 
day time, not in riot and 
drunkeneſſe, not in cham- 
berinz 4nd wantonneſſe, 
neither in ſtrife or enuie, 
but put you on the Lora 
leſus Chriſt, and haue no 


luſts thereof. There was 
enough for him : and 
thereupon, were it that] 
this voice came from 
God, or that it chanced 
by other meanes, he rc- | 
ſolued to follow the] 


counſell of the Apoſtle, | 


| — 
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Peace and 

tranquility 
of the ſoule, 


who without looking 


upon , doth ſufficiently 
manifeſt ynto vs the wil 
of God touching the 
laying off of thele de- 
fires. 


ſecond marke of the 


| The 
loue of God. 


| 


His ſame loue brin- 

geth forth another 
effect, by which it is to 
be knowne, to wit, the 
| peace and tranquillitic 
of the ſoule: it chaſeth 
away feares, aſſwageth 
| cares, {weetneth affliti- 
| ons. For what cuill ſoc- 


for any reuelation ther- | 
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uer happeneth him who 
loueth God,he wil ever. 
| remember the ſentence | 


| 


of the Apoſtle, Rom.s. 
T hat all things turne t0 
the be#t for them which 
| /oue God . Even their 
crofſes becom bleſſings; 
their bodily pouerty ts a 
ſpiritual diet vnto them; 
their baniſhments teach 
them toleauethe world: 
their ſequeſtring from 
honors is their approch! 


| 
vnto God : their ene- 


mies are their Phyſiti- 
ons, cauſing them tobe 
warie, _ to live in 
Gods feare. Their cor- 
porall diſeaſes are ſpiri- 


| 


—. 
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entrie into life, and a 


the {oule 1s delivered of 
the bodie, as of herlaſt 
 after- birth and cometh 
forth of a darke den,to 
| enter into Gods light. 
The paſſage through af- 


pallage of the red ſea: 
* the wicked are ouer- 
whelmed therein, they 
are vnto them forerun- 


| paſſage vntotheland of 
| promiſe. 


This verie ſame NE! 


i. A... 


THE LOVE wy 
= cares : death is an 
| 


bringing forth bywhich 


| ictions,reſembleth the 


| ners of damnation, but | 
the faithfull and Gods | 
| people finde that way a 


of 


— 


C— 


— 
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| of God, will ſuggeſt vn-, 
to the Faithfull this 
thought : Sceing that I 
loue God, it 1s certaine 
that he loueth me. For 
Saint 74s ſaith, that we 
lone him becauſe he loued 
vs firſt. For I had not na- ' 
turally in me any incli- | 
nation to loue him; but 


me,framed my heart to 
 loue him. Nowif God 
loue mee, he intendeth 
| my good;and he can do 
all that he will, nothing 
hapneth bur according 
to his will. He will not 
then permit that any c- 
uill happen me; he will 


| 


It was hee who louing | 


-= G3 ture, 


1.leh.q . 
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| THE LOVE 
| turne my euils. vnto 
good for my ſaluation: 
he willleade me thcre- 
unto, through a- way 
thornie vnto fleſh ; but 
 healthiw] to my ſoule. 
Briefly,the loue of God 
| excludeth feares, and is 
| the prop of our aſſu- 
rance,, as faith the Apo- 
[tle Saint Joh : There is 
no feare in charitie, but 
| perfedt charitie_- drineth 
forth feare. This ſame 
| loue {weetneth afflicti- 
' ons, and maketh our 
Lords yoake caſte and 
tollerable. For you ſhall 
lee by experience, that 
in a houſe where loue | 


L—— 
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i 


8 8 of <0. &: 
* |is great betweene the 
husband and: the wife, | 
they paſſe the bad time 
 ouer with content, and 
haue mutuall conſolati6 
one of another : yea,to 
| haue a faithfull friend, 
into whoſe boſome you 
may ſhed your teares, | 
and powre forth your 
\ complaints, doth bring 
a man much eaſe, a]-| 
though it bring no re- 
medy.How much more 
(hall. the faithfull ſoule 
find: & feele in theloue 
of his God? of God, 
who not onely know- 
cth ourcuils , counteth | 
our ſighes, layeth vp our 


G 4 teares| 
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| THE LOVE {| 


who can and will reme- 
| diethem:and not onely 
 remediethem,butturne 
them to go0d;otuing vs 
in our afflitions, not 
onely occaſion toſuffer, 
but cuen matter of re- 
toycing.£o the faithful] 
| ſpeake 1a tae 46.Pſalm: 
Let thewaters of the ſea 


| make a noiſe_,and let the 
mountaines ſhake_ by the | 


riſing of his wanes : inthe 
the river ſhall rezoyce the 
ome waters are the peo- 


ple band-d againſtGod, 
as is expounded in the 


| teares in his veflels ; but 


| meane time the brookes of 


city of God, Theletroble- | 


Apo- | 


». it ah ee = 


| 


| 
| 


| 


—— 


"_ 


| | 
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Apocalyple,chapter 17. 
Theſe ar hich in 
the meane time do re- 
ioycethe holy citie, are 
the inſtructios of Gods | 
| word,, whoſe voice is 
our conſolation. For in 
his afflictions the faith- | 


| full will turne aſide his | 
| eyes from his enemies, 
and from all ſecond cau- 
| ſes, and will ſay: Lord,it 
is thou that haſt done ir; 
I receiue this aſflition 
atthy hand ; make this 
proue healthfull vnto 
me, and permit not that 
| I ever come to murmur : 
againſt thee, or tokicke 
againſt the pricke , We 
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 {[wallow with the better 
| relolution a bitter poti- 
on, when it is preſented 
.vs by a friendly band, 
whoſe ignorance or fall- 
hood we feare not. We 
finde all thetc things in| . 
God, who moreouer | g/ 
maketh venomes them. | ! 
(clues to prooue good 
\ medicines. 
» Yo the loue of God | + 
is a retraite and ſhelter | 
againſt all anguiſh: it is 
 thegroſid of true peace: 
itis the prop of our al- 
 ſurance, which cauſeth 
vs to deſpiſe the threat- 
nings of men ; to looke 
on the enterpriſes of | 
great | 


y , 


| * 


$ P 
-! 


* | creat men, and the ri- 
* ſings of people with dil- 


* | daine; which caulſeth vs 


F, and to looke on deaths 


_— 


faithful to ſtand vpright 


—— 


tro find eaſe on the rack, 


| face with aſſurance, and 
' take off his maske to ſee 
Teſus Chriſt, which co- 
meth vnto vs vnder that | 
 ſhew:which maketh the 


inthe middeſt ofthe 1u- | 
ines of his country. This 


to ſay,Rom.8: 1/God be 


garnis vs? He which hath | 
z0t ſpared his owne Sonye, 
but aeligered hims oner foy | 


vs, how ſhall not he giue| 


holy loue made S.Paul | 


with vs. who ſhall be a-| 


VS | 


— 
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| 


| 
\ 
6 
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| 


| 


| 
to gather vp our teares, 
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— 


| 


vs all things with him? | | 


Let vs likewiſe ſay, He 
that lateth vp our teares, 
wilnot he gather vp our 
prayers? He, without| 
whole prouidcce a ſpar- 


row lighteth not onthe | 


ground,wold he permit 
that our ſoules ſhould 
fall into hell for lacke of 
caring for them 2 Hee 
who extendeth his care 


yea to count our haires, 
how much more care 
will hee have of our 
ſoules, for which his 
Sonne hath died ? This 
ſame loue made Dauid 
fay,Plal.23. Even when I 


ſhould | 


b—— 
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ſhould walke in the way | 
of the ſhadow of death,1 
would feare none enill, for 
thoa art with me, thyrod 
| and ſlaffe do comfort me. 
Hereby we may iudge 
what difference there is | 
| betweene louing God | 
and men, Let vs not 
ſpeake of the weaknefſle | 
of our friends to deliver 
vs, their little conſtancie 
in their loue, yea and of 
the cruel officiouſnes of 
ſome friends , who de- 
ire to ſee their friendsin | 
trouble, to make them | 
' | beholding vnto them | 
| for ſuccouring them, 


And let vs talke thart | 


I 


— — 


which | 


ll... 
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—— 


_—— 


Iowew4h | 


thi ng full of 


care and 


feare, 


tully, he muſt then ne-| 


| lawes of friendſhip par- 


(CY _—— 
———_C 


which is beſt and hone- 
ſteſt in our friendſhips. 
[ ſay then, if there be a- 
ny one who loueth a 
donzen perſons faith- 


ceſſarily be miſerable: | 


 forit isa very likely mat- 
ter,that one of a dozen | 
perſons will ever be in| 


trouble, or ficke,. or af- 


| ited. If then a man 


ſhall according to the 


ricipate of his friends af- 
flictions,ſhall he not by 
| hauing many friends,be 
| in- perpetuall miſcrie? 
 Amdif anyone of them 
be abſent, itis aſubieR 


TE a EE 


f 


et 
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| neſles 
3| fcare, and which from 
| diuers parts dravy vnto 


| theſe 1ncomodities: for 


Gm A 


"'*#F OF GOD. 


[ 


of continuall apprehen- 
fion , Sothat many are 
of opinion , that to be. 
obdurate, and without 
compaſſion, is commo- 
dious. Faithfull friend- 
ſhips are kindes of fick- 


ingenious to | 


themſelues pricte and | 


compaſſion. The loue 
of God: hath none of 


we loue him for whom 
we can be in no feare, 


all feare for our ſelues, 


and watranteth vs from | 
all euill. | 


{ 
; 


——  — 


and who puts vs out of | 


| 


| 
| 


— 


Now [ 
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our neigh. 


bour. 


1 


. 


The lowe of 


——_— 
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| 


' Now if the loue of 


God beſo full of reſt,in | 


compariſon of the moſt 1 


faithful & honeſt friend- | 
(hips amongſt me; how | 


much more then in 


compariſon of vnhoneſt [:- 
 loues, which torture the |} 
conſcience, which hide A 
themſclues for ſhames |}! 


where ſpending, riot, 1e- | 


louſte, lyings in waite, 
& alteration zof humors, 


torment the mind with | 


a perpetuall ynquietnes? 


T he third marke of the 
loue of God. 


| It the third place, the| 


loue of God is mani- 
feſted| 


Li. 


Jones neighbor, It is im- 


4 tread on his toes; things 


_— 


OF 60D. 


Y fied by the loue of 


Fpoflible to loue God,& 
J hate his image; to loue 
 leſus Chriſt, who is the 
| head, & hate our neigh- 
-4bours whoare his mem- 
FF bers: it were asifa man. 
A kiſing another ſhould. 


| 


vnſufferable:as ſaith the 
Apoſtle Saint 1ohn : He 
who ſaith, he loweth God, 
1 and hateth hu brother, us 
a lier : for who ſo loueth 
not hu brother wham he | 
ſeeth haw can he loue God 
| whom he hath not ſeene? 
| Thatisto ſay, if he haue 
| not fo much as naturall 


3 loue, 


I.Joh.4.20, 
| 


—m—— A # F#q\_} 


nt 


the ſupernatural?Wher- 
fore,inthe ſurmmarie of 
the law expreſſed in the 
Golpell, vntothe loue 
of God isadioyned the 
loue of our neighborgas 
a neceſſary conſequent, 


ſaith,that all rhe law is ac- 


lone, T hou ſhalt loue thy 
neighbour as thyſelf,Not 
that it is enough to loue 
ones neighbour with- 
out [ouing God,;but be- 


neighbor doth neceſſa- 
rily preſuppoſe the loue 


A—— 
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loue, how can he haue | 


| &anvndoubted proofe, 
And the Apoſtle S.Paul 


compliſhed in this word a- | 


cauſe the loue of ones | 


of 


ee ee arna_n VG RU ————_s_ 
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| 


| 
| 


— 


. | commandement of the | 


| 


OF GOD. | 


————.. 


of God. 
Now if we ought to 
loue our neighbours for 
Gods ſake, it followeth | 
that aboue all we ought 
to loue thoſe which 


loue God:following the | 


Apoſtle vnto the Gala- 
thians,chap. 6, Let vs do 
good onto all, but princs- 
pally unto tho houſbold of 
faith, with whom: we | 
haue many good things 
in common, to be toge- 
ther children of one Fa- 
ther, and likewiſe bre- 
thren of Teſus Chriſt, 
nouttſhed with the ſame 
meate , which is the 


| 


word: 


—— 
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word: of one houſhold, 
namely the Church:tra- | I 
uellers and pilgrims to- | 
gether, combartants for | % 
one ſelfeſame cauſe, cal- 
led vnto one ſelfelame | |: 
hope, cohcires of one | | 
| ſelfeſame kingdom, All | 
which are conſiderati6s | 3 
reſembling many lines, | 
which doe all meete in |} 
one point : for theſe are | *|* 
obligations to loue one |! 
another, who doe all of | * 
vs meete in Ieſus Chriſt, 
in whom weare all one, 
becauſe we are one with ! 
him. Y. 
This charity amongſt  ; 
the faithfull,is extended 
two | 


| 
{} | 
d 


'O 


-— 


" | of ourafflicted brethre. 


#*| concord amongſt our 
\ ſclues. 


| || therly relicfe, it neceſſa- 


OE GOD. | 


two Ways. The one is | 
the charitable relieuing 


The other is, peace and 


As touching our bro- 


&| rily commeth from the 
 loueof God , as S. Toby 
A ſaith: WVhoſo ſhall haue_ 


| 2 [ce his brother in neceſi- 


.\] tie , and ſhall ſbut wp his 
| compaſsion, how [hall the 


| almes,as done vnto him | 


= of 


gooasin this world, and 


lone of God awell in him? | 
Alſo , God appointeth 
himſelfe a rewarder of 


(elf, yea cuen vnto a cup, 


1.Toh,3.17- 


Brotherly 
reliefe, 


LO _ 


_—_— 


A 


© Et 


| 


| 


- | to keepeit. Thou feareſt |: 


| #0 lend out money for vſn- 


| thy money by giuing it, | 


— 
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of cold water, Math.1o, 
To gine unto the poore, us 


& 
"= 
: 


rie vnt0 Goa,Prouer.19, | 
Of all that we poſlefle, |: 
wee ſhall ſaue nothing |” 
but that which we ſhall 
haue thus giuen. By this|. 
| meanes ( ſayth Teſus| 
Chriſt in Luke 16.) we| 
make our ſclues friends, 
which ſhal receige vs into 
the enerlaiting taberna-|- 
cles. Thou feareſttoleeſe |: 


and yet the beſtowing it 
in almcs, is the meanes 


 tolecſe thy mony by gi-|? 
| ving it, and feareſt not |} 


to | 


; 


— 
— 


© 


ya 
s (5 
. 


- |. 4 of bread, doth now beg 


{& |] which were due to thc 
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toleeſe thy lelfe by kee- 
A pingit.For our goods a- 
uariciouſly reſerued,are 
{notonly ſpoiled, but do 
alſo ſpoile and comy_ 
Jour ſpirits. It will be for 
| thisfinne that God will 
zudge the wicked at the 

4 latter day.Math.25. The 
1 wicked rich man, who 
4 deſpiſed the poore La- 
| 24744 crauing a morſell 


4] of Lazarmws a droppe of 
4 water to allay his heate. 
| An heate begun by the 
retentio of thoſe goods 


x poore : which (as Saint 
1 James ſaith) ſhal conſume 


the | 


[THE LOVE Ff 
| the fleſh of the rich like || 
fire: and are 44 4 treaft ww 4 
gathered for them a jon | 
 #he latter day. And iuſt-| -. 
ly are they ranked with 
murderers. For as there | 
is two wayes to put|| 
| OUt A lampe , either| | 
| by blowing it, or not| ' 
powring in oilein good | | 
time : ſo the couetous | © 
| man,ifhe take not away | | 
| thelife of thepoore by | 
killing him , at leaſt he |. 
 ſuffereth him to wither || 
anddrie away for lacke | .. 
of powring into him | 
fome liberalitie, 

| Theroote of this du- 
tie, is the loue of God, 


which | : 


mm. 
_— 


— OF GOD. © 
' which redounds vpon 
his members : wherfore 
alſo,as the loue of God 
is free and voluntarie; ſo 
| alſo muſt not our almes 
be forced or vnwillingly 
done, but free and vo- 
| luntaric. God loueth 4 
cheerfull 2iner,2.Cor.g. 
7.ſaith theApoſtle Saint 
Paul, And to this pur- 
poſe he calleth there in 


——c— 
I "IT 
— 


dceds a ſeede_. A lced 
which wee caſt in the; 
earth, but gather the 
crop in heauen, Seeing 
then wee muſt giue 
cheerfully, it is here the | 
 contrarie of that which 


that ſame place almeſ-| 


| 


| 8 
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| 


| 


— 


| 7 heſe which ſhall ſow in 


THE. LOVE | 
is ſaid in the 126.Plalm: | 


teares, ſhall rape in ioy 
and triumph . For hee 
 whoſhal ſow this reliefe 
| withtcares , ſhallreape 
with griefe. None ſhall 
reape with toy in hea- 
ven, if he havenot ioy-| 
fully lowed vpon earth, 

| An almes giuen vnwil- 
lingly, doth not onely 
leeſe all reward, but allo. 
deſcrueth no pardon. It 
fareth alike with almes 
\ which are vaingloriouſ- 
ly giuen,androbe ſeene. 
al men,which our Lord | 
condemnethinthe 6. of 
Matthew, Allo it fares | 


| 
[ 
alike } 


—_— 


| OE GOD. 


o00ds ill gotten ; who 
having enriched himlclt 


and extortion, thinks to 


part of his robberies in 
alims, goes about to cor- 
rupt God with preſents, 
& cal him to take part of 
the ſpoile. As in the Jaw, 
| God receiued not as an 
offring,neither the price 
of a dog, northe hire of 
the letcher : ſo in the 
{ Goſpel], God will thar 
almes (which the Apo. 
{tle tothe Hebrews cal 

| leth a ſacrifice ) ſhould 
be of 1ult things , and| 


—_— 


2ltke with almes done of 


by fraudulent mcanes 


appeaſe God by gluing | 


EH H 2 
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Heb.13.16. 
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| g9tten by labour : that 
| he who hath ſtolen, fleale 
| 20 more, but rather labor 
| with hu hands, that he— 
| may haue to giue_- onto 
him that hath need<_.E- 
| pheſ.4.Wherfore when 
 Iefus Chriſt in the 16.0f 
| S. Luke,wil that we giue | 
 almes of vniuſt riches; | 
hee calleth riches there 
| euill, notbecauſe they. 
| Were vniuſtly gotre, but | 
| becauſe that ordinarily 

| they are enticements & | 
baits of iniquitic; other-. 
\ wile hee would ſooner 
| haue commanded them 
'to be rendered vnto 
ſuch as they had bene 


OF GOD. | 149 |, 
| wrongfully taken from. |: b 
This ſame loue of Agreement]: 
God, produceth peace | "5 Free] 
and concord amongſt | |: 
brethren. For it isim- | 
poſſible to loue God, 
without imitating him. | 
| Now he # the God of | | 
| peace, Rom.16. Wee | | 
| muſt therefore be chil- 
| dren of peace, in 1mita- 

| tion of him :,for fo are 
| | rhefaithfulcalled inthe 
10.0f Luke. To this pur- 
poſe in the 19.of the firſt 
of Kings, God is repre- | 
ſented as not being in 
J the ſtorme and boiſte- | | 
| rous winde, but in the 
X ſtill andquiet ſound,be- 
FE H 3 cauſe | | 
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-Y God is not a- 
oh mongſt confuſtons and 
| quarrels , amongſt per- 
lons which cate vp one | 
another, but amongſt 
thoſe which be at peace | 
and vnitic. Butthe diuel 
liuerh vpon difcord,and 
is friend vnto ſtrife , E- 
| uen as men cauſe two 
dogpes ortwo cocks to 
| | fight together for plea- 
ſure, the lookers on en- | 
couraging them to the | 
combat : ſo doubt you 
' not, but when two men 
| fight rogcther,the divel | 
| pricketh them on , and 
| raketh pleaſure therear.. 

Let vs take heed leſt be-. 
| '78 | bc- 


— 


Mi 


_ | FOF GOD. 

| fore we be aware, V/E 
| make our ſelues the di- 
\uels bable or paſtime. 
| We (I ſay) that be bro- 

thers, who hauec all the 
world on our Skirts; 
who by one ſlelte ſame. 
 combar, do tendtoone 
| ſelfe ſane hope : called; 
to repaire the breaches 
of Icruſalem, to build a- 
 gaine the houſe of God 
in the view and deſpite 
of thediuel.Iris written 
inthe 1. of Kings,chap. 

6. that Salomons temple 
| Was builded without a- 

ny noiſe, there was not 
one ſtroake of a ham- 
\ merheard. Let vs labour 
H 4 in! 
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| Gen.AFel 4. 
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| but an iſſue out of E- 


pn I 


in the worke of God 
' withour any noife, and | 
| without ſtrife. And here 
| may and ought to be re- 
membred the aduertiſe- 
ment which 7oſeph gaue 


| 


| 


| 


going out of Egypt, to 
 ſentthem away.,and ſaid 


| by the way. For what is 
the life of a faithful man 


gypt, a voyage to return 
home to our father?Let 
| vs not quarrell then on 
the way , let vs liue in 


peace will rematne with | 


return to their fatherhe | 


vnto them, Fall not out 


| 


to his brethren, at their | 


peace, andthe God of | . k 


—_——  —— 
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11 OF GOD, | | 
© | vs; whom we ſhall loue 
the more ardently, whe 
{we are ioyned in affte-. 


' tions for to loue him. 


| 


| The fourth marke of the | 
| Lone of God. 
4 | 
| V E preſume that 
© ſuch are friends 
' | whom wee ordinarily | 
| ſee together, Commu-. 
| nication and familiarit 
are the nurſes of friend- 
(hip, yea more then 
 g00d turnes. He which 
doth a pleaſure with a] 
ſeveritie, withdrawing 
his companie from all, | 
| who giueth with a!refu- | 


with God. 


| 


Often com- 
munication 


| 


i 


Hs {fmgl 
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fing countenance, like 
one that (hould fling his 
bread at a beggers head, 
dothvnbind in binding, 
and is pated wel enough 
if his benefits be pardo- 
ncd. Friend(hip alſo re- 
quireth, that a friend 
ſhould in all things be 
 aduiſed by his friend, 

diſcharge vnto him his 
| cares, difcouer his ſor- 
rowes, and powreall his 
griefe into his boſome, 

take counſel of him 
if there be any remedie, 

and to caſe himſelfe if 
there be none. This is 


then. alſo one of the' 


markes of the loue of 


God, 


ms, | 


* - \ 
| ' 


b 


b — OS. <4 


' God, to wit, a frequent | 


| deliberate vpoany thing 


hoy 


OE GOD. 


communication, by the 
which the faithful Chri- 
ſian doth counſell or | 
conſolate himſelfe with 
God. | 
For the man which. 
loueth God, being to 


— —— 


| of importance,doth firſt 
| conſult with the oracle 
| of Gods mouth,and en-. 
| quireth after his will. As 
| for example , vpon the 
choiſe of religion,he wil 
not callthe belly ro col- 
{cll, nor worldly hopes, 
he will not imitate the 


Shechemites ,, which 
| rooke the ſeale of Gods 
=] coue-| 


| THE LOVE 


couenant vpon them,to 


haue the ſubſtance and 


| cattell of the children of| 


 Iacob : nor the Tewes, 


haue bread, he will not 
make Ieſus Chriſt ſerue 
| him for a purueyor, nor 
religion to be a mercha- 
dize ofthe time,or a de- 
pendancie of his dome- 


of men, ſhame, reſpeR, 
worldly honours, couc- 


touſneſle,like blind and 


| traiterous coliſellersſhal 


not be admitted vntg 


withdraw himſelfe vnto 


—— _— ED 


this. counfſell:but he will: 


| 


- 
Uu—— 


by 
whichin the 6. of Saint | 


lohn, follow Chriſt to| 


 ſticall affaires, The feare 


| 


] 


God, [ 


F | OF GOD. E- 
God; & after hauing ar- | 


| remaineth cleare,is ſufh- | 
|| cient for our inſtruqio. | 


| make a match, or chuſe 


_— 


/ 
rn 


© — MW ——— 


 dently craued his grace, | 
he wil reſolue to beleeue 

nothing but what hee. 
 reacheth vs in his word: 
| wherein ifthere be any | 
| difficulty,yet thatwhich | 


Adde hereunto, that if | 
he demand faithfully in 
leſus Chriſt his name, | 
the grace to vnderſtand | 
inough for his ſaluation, 
 Teſuus Chriſt promiſeth 
| that all which we ſhall 
ſo demand in his name, 
he will giue vs. | 


| Likewiſeifhe be to; 


any } 


hy 


— 


- TIT FT, 
” 


—— 


a 


counſell himſelfe with | 
God, that he may chule 


tooffend God, and in 


After this conſultation, | 


| 


as A miſtris to rule the 


| ces are, what the preſent 
 neccſlitic is, What the 


þ 


the circumſtices of pla. 


——— — 
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any vocation,he wil firſt | | 


that vocation in which 


he (hal be leaſt ſollicited 


which he ſhal haue moſt 
meanes to glorifie him. 


humane wiſedome may 
be heard 1n her rank,not 


roſt , but as a ſcruant, 
who ſpeaketh when he 
is queſtioned : ſhe ſhall 
propound what our for- 


courſes of the time, and 


ces. 


”—_— — 


s $ | 


' | cesand perſons. In like | 


| 


| 
[ 
q 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


KU 
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Not to contract mariaove 


So Iſaac and Iacob were 


OF GOD. | 


ſort, if there be any que- | 
ſtion of mariage, the 
faithfull wil before all 0- 

ther things conſult with 
Gods mouth , and will 
heare the Apoſtle Saint | 
Paul (1.Corin.7.)com- 
manding that it be done 
inthe Lord. And God 
himſelf in the 7.o0f Deu- 
teronomie, charging vs 


. © 
bur with true belecuers. 


maricd by the comman- 
dement of their fathers; 
but Eſaz took vnto him 
wines of the Gentiles, 
which wereabitterneſſe 
vnto |} 


es 


| THE LOVE |} 


vnto 1/aac and Rebecca, | |! 
I paſſe ouer the conſide-| | 
ration of the inconueni- | | 
ences which doe ſpring | * 
thereof, forat this time | J 
we do ſeeke onely after 

the proofes and effects 

of the truc loue of God. | + 
For if a friend ſhould |! 


 marric himſelfe without || 


. * - | | 
ter vnto his fried; might| 
| 


| me, and do all your bu- 
fineſſe without ſpeaking | 
thereof vntome. Now| | 
1f God hath comunica- 4 


comunicating the mat-|*} 


he not take occaſion to|' 
ſay, You doe miftruſt|* 


tedvntovsallhis cotſel, | 
as ſaith S, Paul,” Acts 20: 


= 
| 


Jon 


_— 


8 cop. Fra] 
«| Tſhall we make difficultie 
- | fro let him know ours? | 
- | FHis counſell ( I ſay) | 
{which is a bottomleſle 


| Pdepthof wiſedome, full 
T 
S 


 Lof wholeſome and holy 
| | myſteries : on the con- 
| 


iy. — 


, | | trarie,our coiſels which 
1/ Fare butlight things, and | | 
t 4 wherein he will be our 
- | *}counſeller forour good, 
t,, [and which he knoweth | 
>|. | without our communi» 
t | q cating them. Certainly 
- | [the word of God is our 
o |. | good counſeller , who | 
y| | counſclleth vs without 
. | flatterie, who rulcth vs | 
| ] without ambiguitic:and 
;: | | theProphet Zfay,cha.g. 

Il 4 Cal- | | 


DE 


wm — 


2 | 1HE LOVE | p., 


— 


| calleth Teſus Chriſt 7he | 
 Counſeller,not onely be-] 
cauſe hee hath manife- 
 ſted tovs thecounſel oh | 
Godin the Goſpell, but'F 
becauſe he is to counſel : 
vs in our doubts, and rc- 


our difficulties, ought} 


our forrowes ; in which|- 


i wee ought to addreſſe|Þ 


ourſelues to God,make|, 
our complaint to him, | 
Powre out our teares & | 


vnto him with a ſon-like' 


know. 


SRI TP 0 I 


foluevs in our delibera-| | 
| tions. | 
That which I ay of} 


| allotobe vnderſtood of | 


| diſcouer our afflitions|k| 


libertic: and though he | 


$i gp MAE « Y 
y v £ : 

P 4. Þ .,. FoeF© : 

x 


— 


I = 


& 


| OE GOD. 
het 


q now them well | with-. 
19 


out this comunicating, 
fe. yet will he thereby gue 
ory | s caſe and contenting. 
ut TTake example hereof in 
I! the Pſalmes of Dauid, 
where you haue an ana- 
= of the thoughts 
pof the faithfull, and the 
| {picure of adiuersagita- 
hel tion within him. You 
'[ſhall ſee many Plalmes, 
b\-fas the 6. the 22. the 51. 
leſs 8c. wherein the begin. 
x©|. Fnings are full of feare, & 
all theentry ful of anguiſh, 
S |] and as it were within | 
15|k} two fingers of deſpaire; 
| | but inthe end you ſec 


e/Foothing but joy and aſ- | 


ſurance: | 
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| would thinke that the® | 


ſurance : fo that yo 21] 


Pſalme were compoſed F 
| by two men of contrary Þ 
humors. From whence: 


| commeth this ſoſudden 


[change * 2? was it,that in | 

the midſt of his prayer, | 
ſome good newes arti 
 ued, which might alay, | 
his oriefe: no ſuch mat-'” 
[ter:but thus, tharaccor./ 
ding as hee | grew more! | 
and more feruent with 
God, his ſoule riſing - 
from vnder her burths, 
ſtayed her ſelfe vpon his?” 
promiſes, 8 came forth 
| with peace & aſſurance. 
Who is that faithtull 


Chri- b 
- el 


ms. 


SZ oF GOD. | 


F Chriſtia, who hath pra- 
F Aiſed this exerciſe, and 
Thath not felt eaſc?And if 
ry Fanobſtinate penſtuenes, 
ce 4 which holdeth the hand 
| {till on the wound, ſeize 
| on our ſpirits and con- 
ſumethem,ought itnot 
to be impured vnto the 
ay. 4 want of comunicating 
at-'] with God?for teares ſup 


« OD 
I 


"r.: | preſſed procure double 
re*4| ſmart; and although but 
th} vnprofitably ſpent, yet 


ng] do they diſcharge vs of 
&,. | griete, and pgiue aire vn- 
16s: | to the wound , Butbe- 
| ing ſpent before God, 
3| who hath bound him- 
ull I\ ſelke by promiſe, yea 


cuen | 


EYRE L O V E z 
cuen by oath, not to a. 
| bandon VS, doth bring! 
vs 4 great conſolation | 
before God(l ſay) who, 
doth regiſter our re-! (| 
queſts, yea euen preuen. | 
teth them, ſo tarre ror 
as Dauid aith inthe 32.4 
Pſalme, that God hat 
pardoned him his ſinne/# 
not only after his prater'Þ 
but euen as ſoone as bell 
had any will to craue it.” 

For herequireth not} 
ny praiers of vs, becauſe! 
he hath need of our ſer-/ 
uice, but becauſe rwee! 


| 
'T 
; 


| 
haue need of his grace: 


and that according | | 
his 1uſtice it cannot be! 


giucn | 


—__—  — 


. 


oF COM :-= | 


a} giuen to thoſe which 
ng} ſhall not daigne to craue 
n, it. As the Sunne draw- 
ho Feth vp yvapours from the 
e.F earth,not for it ſc]fe,bur 
n- {to render them to the 
th Hearth in raine ro moiſten 
22. 4and fatten it:ſo God the 


ne, $draweth fro vs our fighs 
er,'Fand prayers, not for his 
heth own profir, but to make | 
i them raine downe again | 
ta $vpon vs in ſo manybleſ-. 
uſe Fſings. This fame frequer 
er- communication with 
;ceF God in our afflictions, | 
ce: 4 willteach vs toturne a- 
ro {way our eyes from men 
(which do afflict vs, to- 


1th Strrue Sun of our ſoules, | 


be 
ml wards 


— ——_— 


a. f $ 

if 
PL. 
ns 


j | 
We 
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2.5941,16. 


| | the ſtone which is caſt 


wards God who doth} 
| employ them , that we# 
may not be like the an- 
grie dog,, which biteth! 


{at him . The man that? 
(hall loue,will ſay as Da-)" 
uid when Shimes curſed}s 
him: Suffer him to curſe, 
for the Lord hath bidden 
him, The Lord prouethÞf 
me, or correeth me; 

my ſ{1nnes fortifie mine} 
| enemies,and make them 


| neceſſarie : the ftroake 

| of God are more whol.|& | 
| | ome then the flatterics 
| | | ofthe world. In our do-R 
| | | meſticke harmes let. vs} 

| | take heed of reſembling 
i | 4 ſuch 1 
jt y _—.. 
f 


STRAT 2 TRS Ry 


2 | euen out of affliction, 


 COIIOSED 


—_— 


© | ſceth him in ſecret, and 
* | who will reward him o- 


| | penly. There being co- 


js” 


OF GOD. ; 
[{uch hurt men,as falling 


all things prepared to 
dreſſe them withal. Yea 


and in full proſperitie, 
what ſweetneſle & plea- 
ſure is there in this com- 
munication? For accor- 
ding to the commande- 
ment of our Sauiour, 
Math. 6. the faithful /ha/ 
enter into his cloſet, ana 
baning ſhut his doore,ſhal 
pray unto his Father, who 


uered from the eyes of 
men, he ſhall diſcouer 


I him-| 


SM 


— ——_—— 


dl 


| 


| his owne inditement, &: 
 condemnehimſelfe that | | 


| acknowledgetherin the 


em 
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himſelfe betore God 
with leſſe diſtraction, & 
more familiarity.There, 

after hauing ſpoken to 
 himſelfe, he will frame 


God may pardon him. 
And taking the law as a 
looking-glafſe, he will 


ſpots of his ſoule, will 
ſeeke to couer them by 
faith, 8&to correct them 
by repentance. There 
he wil meditate vpo the 
| works of God through. || 
outthe world, his iudge- 

ments againſt his ene- 
mies, his benefites to- 


_ wards| 


_— ———}_@lW_——_— 


| 


| and haue cruſhed them- 
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wards his Caurch ; and 
particularly vato him- 


ouided him, inſtructed 
him , and brought him 
vnto his knowledge. 
How many monarks 8: 
peoples haue ſet them- 
ſcluesagainſtthe church 
being weake and con- 
temprible in appearice, 


——_— 


| ſclues thereagainſt: bur 
the church of God ſub- 
fiſteth, and fo ſhall do 
vnto the end. Yea euen 
viing a ladder as it were 


in his meditation, he| 
(hal raiſe himſelfe to the 


zo of the] 


— — CI 


— 


ſelfe, how God hath | 


—— - 


| 
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workes of our redemp- 
tion , marking therein | | 


how God would haue! 


nable vnto the euil, For, 
becauſe man deſiring to 


God, bycxalting him- 


God hauing made him- 
ſelf like vnto mi, by aba- 
ſing himſelf, hath reſto- 
red him vnto life. And 
as the woman brought 


death : ſo God would 
holy Virgine , ſhould 


life. And as out of the 
pro- 


F 


make himſelfe like ynto | | 


ſelfe,is fallen into death: : 


vnto man the fruite of ||} 
that woman, to wit,the| | 


bring man the fruite of || 


» 


y . 
+ 
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profound ſleepe of the 


— 


—_— 


firſt Adam, God drew 


and fleſh of his fleſh : ſo 
by the death of the ſe. 


| | cond Adam (which the 


Scripturecallethafſleep) 
God hath gotten him a 
Spouſe, that is to ſay,his 
Church, which is one 


| 


ſame meditation he wil 


| | admire, how in one per- 


ſon, God hath vnited 
himſelfe vnto man, ha- 
uing ioyned the author 


| | of life with a mortallbo- 


dic , ſhutting vp all his 


2 \ celeſtiall treaſures in a 


bodie with him, In this | 


| 


* | him forth a woma,who | 
x | * 
! | was bone of his bone, 


—w__ 


$# + I 3 vel- 


d— 
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F 


veſlell of earth, to the 
end wee might there 
draw of his fulneſle. 
How by rhe infirmity of 
this fleſh,he vanquiſhed 
the force of Satan, from | | 
| his extreme ſhame hath | | 
drawn excceding glory; | | 
from the death of that 
| man,drawne the life of 
all m&,by that very ſame 
 yertue , through which 
inthe beginning of the 
world hee had drawne 
light out of darkneſle, 
In this contemplatis, 
as being enflamed with 
| this diuine loue, he will 
raiſe vp himfelf through'| | 
 faith,cue vnto the ioyes | |: 
of | | 


—_——__—__ 


w—__ 


| ofheauen; where God 
diſcouers himſclte face 
to face, wherethe harps 
e|Þ [of Saints ſound forth; 

|| | | & where the Seraphins 
| 

| 


E 


| [aſſiſting before the 
| | | throne, cric, Holy, ho- 
8 |ly, holy i is the Lord of 
! | hoaſts. O how ſweete a 
| thing i is it to toyNe vnto. 
n- theſe thcir praiſes, and 


Wl. of From 


onely beame of this glo- | 
rie in the transfigurati6 
of Icſus Chriſt on the | 
' mountaine,had taken a- 
way from $. Peter the re- | 
# | mcmbrice cf his home, 
” \and of his wife and fa- 


ry? 
| 4 3 

Sk * > x #) od KL 

bb. yy ® » PAT 


NE 0 


| | hauea part in this cele- | 
| | tiall harmonie! One} 


ws. A 
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mily:It were good(laid 
| he)that we ſtayed here; 
and would haue ſet vp 
tents there. How much 
' more wold he haue bin 


bene rransfiguredzas the 


 Chrift ſhall transforme_ 
our vile bodtes , that they 
may be made like unto his 
zlorious bodies . Who 
doubteth,but that when 
this glorie vaniſhed, S, 
Peter was ſeized with 
great ſorrow : and ſoin- 
deede the heart of the 


this meditation againe 
to conſider theſe baſe 


rauiſhed,it himſelfe had | 
Apoſtle faith, that Jeſs | 


faithfull comming from | 


and 


— 


b——— 


if] oF GoD. 


# | andearthly things,is ne- 
© | ceſſarily touched with a 
* | great diſtaſt and baſe e- 
© |ſteemeofthem, and is 
| | | grieued to ſee himſelfe 
! | ried thereunto, and to 
8 | fay with Dauid, Plal.42. 
! | O when ſhall I preſent my 
* | ſelf beforethe face of God? 
| | It was theſe thoughts 
which made the Pro- 
phet greedie and thirſtie 
| F [after the Lord. Theſe 
| | were thethoghts which 
* | made Paul deſire to be 
diſlodeed, and to be with 
Chriſt:which made him 
thinke that which was 
gaine vnto others, to be 
loſſe vnto him . Theſe 
| TR 


—_—_@. 


| 


ET HE anc 


177 | 


| 


_——  — _—— 
—_— 


THE LOVE 
are the thoughts which 
haue euen in our time 
| ſuſtained the Martyrs, 
which haue made them 
g0 vnto death as cheer- 
| fully as thoſe which | | 
come thence, For /oe— | 
ſtrong ( ſaith Salomon) | 
| death, yea ſtronger, | | 
ſeeing it maketh one to | Þ 
delp ile life. 

| This ardour of loue 
15 entertayned in our. 
 ſoules by a frequent c0- 
munication with God: 

and wee may eaſily fee, 
that the cauſe of our | 
ſlacknefle and coldneſle 
F in this loue, is, becauſe 
of | Wee fpeake not often | | 
} OY _with | þ 


w_ a_ — — _ 
» \ OO On OO EI II CE—_ ———_— tt. Ao." A. 4 EI Te "__ 

& 
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| indeed man 15 naturally 
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with God.Themoſt ex- 


waxe cold for want of. 
| communication : how | 
| much more if friend- 
' hipneuerhath bene, as 


| borneandinclined vnto | 
| enmitie with God. This 
is a common cull, to | 
| wit, that wee are much | 
exerciſed in ſpeaking. 
| with others, but very 11- 
tle with our ſelues, and 
yet leſle with God . If 
ſome houres of leiſure 
do ſteale vs from.men, 
they give vs not any 
whit the more vnto 
God. If we enter alone 


quiſite friendſhips doe | 


| E - into | 


— —— 
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into our cloſer, we enter 
not euer the ſooner into 
our ſclues, to examine 
our conſcieces,to ſearch 
our wounds,to feele the 
pulſes of our conſcien- 
ces,or to talk with God. 
| And yer none ſhall ſee 
him aboue, who hath 
not carefully fought 
him here bclow, and 
hath nor carcfully wal- 
ked with him by pray- 
ers,meditations, and by 
the ſtudie and reading 
of the word, This let vs 
ſtady,and from ourlife, 
which is deuided into a 
thouſand parts,amonegſ(t 
a thouſand occupatios, 

(aites, 


( 


——__. —_—_— 
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ſuites, ſolicitations. pub- 


faires ; let vs withdraw 
ſome houres to gtue our 
| ſelues vnto God, reti- 
ring our felues out of 
the throng and noiſe of 
this world, quietly to 
meditate on thoſe 
things which pertaine 
 toour ſaluation, As if by 
a litle channel] we wold 
diuert a part of the trou- 


> waters of a ſtream, 
L 


2at they may run more 
gently and cleerly. A 
running brooke preſen. 
teth not any images;nor 


s ® - = 2 = 
a ſpirit which is euer in 


action, & alwaies puſled 
with | 


| EIS 


licke and domeſticke af- | 


rn” 
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| weglue to God. 


his domeſticke affaires. | | 
Forif we be Gods chil-| 


with buſincſſe, hardly | | 
can hee frame himſelfe | | 
vntothe image of God. 
We muſt then ſeparate 
ome houres to ſpeake | | 
with God. Allthe time 

| of our lite isloſt except | | 
that which is thus huſ-| | 
banded . That time a-| 


lone is only ours which | þ 


| 


Let none here alledge | 


dren, his ſeruice is part|| 
of our domeſticall af-|| 
faires : yea, and whileſt | 
we are doing our handy | 
workes, what hindereth | 
vsthat we maynotthink||* 


CY 4 hn 


3 
7 To 
Fo 
* 
_—_—_— f 
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4 | thers called eiaculatorie? 


be ſaid cuery where, 
| Þ | prayerslanced forth,fſpi- 
# | ritual allies borne of the | 


» 
45 


of God, andſend him 
vp by our broken ſ1ghes, 
thoſe fort of prayers 
which the ancient Fa- 


ſhort praiers which may 


_— —_— 


preſent occaſion , pray- 
ers which haue no other 
| ornament but feruency, 
whoſe clauſes haue no 
other contexture but 
neceſiitie. Who doub- 
teth , but that the Pro- 


of his field, of that verie 
labour of his tooke 0c- | 
cation toſay, We ſow 


phet Eliſeus ploughing | 


©. 


here | 


EI 
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Zeale of 
the glorie 
of God, 


| ſhall reape in heauen 
with ioy?Or that the A- 
poſtle S. Paul, Jabouring 
with his hands to make 
tents,of this carthly tra- 
uell, tooke occaſion to 
thine of our heaucnly 


where open vnto praler; 
and the loue of God 1s 


| ingenious to ſuggeſt 


thoughts , which like 


| ſparkes of pietie mount 


vpynto God. 


T he fift marke of the 
Loue of God. 


Helife of the bodie|| 
| 4 isdiſcerned by theſe||* 


| 


} 


| 


here in teares, but we| 


reſt > The way is cuery | | 


| 
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ewo| || 
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1 OF GOD. | 


8 [two markes : 1. by mo- 


| | tion: 2, by feeling. The 


* | loue of God being the 
© | life of our ſoules, is alſo 


|| knowne by theſe two 
| things. The foure marks 
{| of this loue which wee 
{| haue hitherto preſen- 
ted, are the motions of 
{| our ſoules, forthey are 
holy ations , and ſpiri- 
tuall motions, produced 
by theloue of God: but 
I] chis fift marke is the fee-| 
| ling, to wit, an affection 
u which makcth a man ſen- 
| ble—,to be moned either 


© with griefe or with ioy,ac- 
q cording 4s God i blaſphe- 


1 medor glorified. Carnall 
: al nd 
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and vicious loue may|| 
ſerue vs foran example. 
We reade of the ſonne|| 
of king Antigonus, that| 
being grieuoully ficke,|i 
and none knowing the 
cauſe of his maladie: his} 
Phylſitian perceiued the 
cauſe to be the loue of | 
his mother in law , be-|þ 
cauſe that ſhe being en- 
tred into the chamber, 
his pulſe began to beate 
extraordinarily.The like 
 happeneth in the loue 
of God. All men that 
are thcrewith poſſeſſed, 
when that they ſee God 
olorified, or his name 
| & his truth blaſj phemed,B 


al- 


_Y 
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|| OF GOD. 
alchough hee intend to 
containe himſclfe, yet | 
{ | will the pulſe of his con- 
ſcience be extraordina- 
rily moued, cither with 
toy,or forow and impa- 
tience. It will chance 
& |him as it happened 
© | vnto Creſ#s his ſonne, 
# | who hauing bene cuer | 
dumbe, came ſuddenly 
| ro his ſpeech, ſeeing his 
father aſfailed,feare and 
oricfe hauing ouercome | 
& | all naturall hinderances, | 
& | For the Spirit of Ieſus | 
K | Chriſt dwelling in him, | 
produceth the fame cf- 
8 | fects in him as in him- | 
[3 | ſelfe;of whom ic is writ- | 
3a: ten, 


| 
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THE LOVE 


ten,T he zeale of thy bouſe 
hath eaten me vþ. This 


the Apoſtle Saint Paul 


grieuecd his ſoule to ſee 
the Towne ſo giuen to 


daughter in law; ſoas in 
her death ſhe yyas not ſo 
much afflited either 
for his or for her hul- 


| 


affeRion did exulcerate || 


being at Athens, and] 


idolatry. This ſame zeale |} 
was it which ſeized on || 
the ſoule of Els his} 


bands, as for the Arke|| 
of the couenant which | 
was taken by the inh-|| 
dels. It isof this alone|* 
that ſhe ſpeaketh dying: | 
The glorie— of the Lord| 
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(faith ſhe) « departed fro 
| | 1ſrael, There is no more 
E | certain effect of the louc 
8 | of God then this here: 
forif at onetime we re- 
ceiue ſeucrall newes;the 
oneofthelofle of a law- 


ſuitezthe other of the re- 


E|uolt of ſome perſons 
& | bought; and are more 


oricued with the laſt 
then the firſt, Or if we 
be more angrie to heare 


Gods name blaſphemed 


« | then to heare our ſelues 


euill ſpoken of ; then 
haue we in vs an afſured 
witneſſe, that the loue 


of God is lively imprin- 


| ' \ted inourſoules. Good 


| IR 


__ bloud 


| 


| THE LOVE 


 bloud will not bely it 
ſelte. All wel-borne chil- 
dren are touched at the 
quicke with the iniuries 
| are done ynto their fa- 
| thers: who ſo 1s not mo- 
[| ued therewith , confel. 


(fore our eyes, to Our 


| 


—— 


| 


pons, and to ynderſtand 
the termes of reputatio, 


crofle word,it is inough 
'to cut one anothers 
| throate : ſo that they 


| con- 


| . £ 
| ſeth himſelfe a baſtard|?? 
| Or 2 ſtranger. This is an|| 

euill which we ſee be. || 


oreat griefe : that vnto |: 
| them which make pro-|* 
feſlion to carrie wea-|'- 


[1f one ſpeake the leaſt 
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L 'confeſſetheir liues to be 
2 licle worth, ſeeing they 
{ 
; 
L 


*| will hazard them for ſo | 
| licle,making it an euerie 
&|*| dayes exerciſe : but if 
>| | God be blaſphemed, & 
{-|f! | his truth flandered,if his 
d|'' | name be abuſed before 
|| theireyes, they remaine 
<-|\. | ynmoucable, and beare | 
ur\t | a part therein , We are 
> | leapers, without feeling 
O-|** | in ſpirituall things, bur 
4-| | verie ſenſible in carnal], 
1d| | Wegofor curioſitie vn- 
0g,  |toſermons, where Gods 
aſt '# | truth is oppoſcd againſt, 
ph| [and our preſence by thc 
1s | weake taken for an ap- 
& | |\probation:but we wold 


ol -ij : be | 
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| where the honor of our; 


be loth to be found nz] 
a place or companie 


houſe ſhould be defa. 
med, but to contradict 
the ſame. Let vs vndergo 
in this point a voluntary 
condemnatio, and let vs 
acknowledge that this} 
ſpirituall feeling 1s verieÞ 
feeble in vs, tothe end} 


| we may craue of God 


toawaken it, by quicke-# 
ning vs with his Joue. | 
From theſe fiue de-|#7 
orees and fihue markes, |. 
you may eaſily gather, |; 
that the loue of God|#: 
conſiſteth not onely in|? 
hauing a good "_ 
ol | 
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QF GOD. 
'of him, or to haue a 
good feeling,or to ſpeak 
well of him ; but that 
chiefly ic con(i{terh in 
obeying him, and con- | 
formiog vs to his wil.S0 
Gad in ais law ſaith,that 
he ſhewerh metcie vnto 
SR | them which loue hims 
ef {| but he addeth, > which 
= | keep my commandements. | 
& | And Icſus Chriſt, 0/. 
= | 14.140 ſoloueth me, will 
* | keep my ſayings. And the 
. | ſame Apoſtle in another 
s. |» | Place: My hitle children, 
* | Ane not in word, neither 
+ | 12 tongue onely , but in 
|| deed andin truth. So S. 
'\Tames ſaith : That pare 
K and{| 


== 


| 
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THE LOVE 
| and ondefiled religion be- 
fore God.,u to viſit the fa- 
| therleſſe_> and widows in 
| their aduerſitic_, and to. 
keepe our ſelues vnſpotted\ Þ 
of the world. But there be | F 
many that are religious 
| in ſpeech,notinaCtions; | | 
and who ſtudie to be| 
| moreskiltull , not more 
wiſe;whoconfelle God 
with their lips,but denie 
| him in their hearts. Like | ©: 
ynto thoſe which ſtruck | | 
leſus Chriſt, ſaying, | 
Haile maiſter: or to Rab-| | 
ſhakeb , who ſpake not| 
the language of the peo- 
ple of God, but for to 
| diſhonour him withall. 


He 
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* | children of Ef; were in- 


} | God; forbeing Prieſts 


| (ſaith S. Pail ) lieth not 


No 


OE GOD. 


= Es TD "5M 
| | He knoweth not God, | 


who loueth him not; 8& 
he loueth him not, who 
obeieth not his wil. The 


ſtructed in the will of 


they taught it vnto 0- 
thers; and yet the Scrip- 
ture ſaith ,T. S477. 2. 12. 
that they knew not God, 
becauſe they loned him 
not.T he kingdome of God 


in words,but in power, It 
1seven {o with his lone, 
So Dauidin the 33.Pſal.} 
ſaith, that praiſes are ve- 
ry comely.,but he addeth, 
in the months of infl men. | 


1.Cor.4.20, 
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| Plalme, Wherefore takeſt 
| thou my words into thy 
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As for the wicked, God 
ſaith vnto him in the 50 


mouth ? For this cauſe 
| was it thatTcſus Chriſt, 
when the diuell confel- 

ſed him, ſaid vnto him, 


| debaſed in the mouth 
of the wicked,and ther- 
by loſe their authori- 
tie : for ſhee is made a 
Companion of vice; and 
the l1uerie of Gods chil. 
dren becometh by this 
| meanes a cloake of im- 


Held thypeace, hold thy|\ 
| peace. For the praiſe of |! 
| God, and the truth of|| 
religion, are vilified and| | 


| pienie. | 
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| pietic. Thou laiſt, 1 louc | 


God, bur doeſt deſpiſe 


 doeſt hate the image of 
God. Canſt thou loue 
God without following 
him? or follow ſuch as 
do good to their ene- 


in diſcord with thy bre- 


of our monies then the 
aduancement of his 
cauſe, Wee proteſt to 
teare him, bur we do 
not feare to do before 
him ſuch things as we 


A 


K 3 ; 


his will:T loue God,but 


mies,whileſt thou liueſt ; 
thren? We proteſt all of 


' vstoloue God, but we | 
| better loue the increaſe | 


would ſhame to do be- 


— SY 
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fore men . Who is that 
quarreller or theefe,that 
wil ſtrike or tealein the 
preſence of the Tudge: 
and tor all this, what do 
we not in Gods ſight, 


the Iudge not onely of : 
our actions, but allo of | 


our thoughts: We pro- 
teltrolouc Icſus Chriſt, 
and yet abandon his 
members which are the 
poore. We ſpend more 
in a quarter of an houre 
at play, then ina whole 
yeare in almes, The ſu- 
 perfluitie of our attire, 
would cloathe a great 
number of poore, All is 


ſpent in pleaſure, and 
no- 
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nothing for Gods ſake, 


OE GOD. 


nothing in pictie. All is. 
for our couctouſnes, & 
Doth that man loue 
God,which wil not wil- 


| 
not. profeſiion to loue 


lingly ſpeake vnto him, 


norof him; or who ta- | 


keth no counſell of God 
in his diſtreſſe ? or who 
 15not touched with the 
 zeale of his glory: Inthe 
mean time there 1s none | 
amongſt vs,who maketh 


God : which ſheweth 
that wee loue him in 
groſle, but hate him in 
retaile, this being in ge 
nerall, and gainfaid in 


particular. We ſpeake of 


| 
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| loue is a kinde of diſ-| | 


hatred, Let vs rakeheed | f; 


| heauen, \ but. haue our 
| hearts on the carth. By 
this meanes if one mark 
apart our loue to God, 
it may be found ſome| 
ſpeciall matter;but if we | Þ 
ballanceit with ourloue| 
of the world , our plea- 
ſures, our riches, our 
|preferments, it is found 
 verie light : ſo that our 


eſteeme, and almoſt an| 


toourſelues; for we (hal 
not be judged accor- 
ding to this general[pro- 
feſlion , buraccording 
to our particular acti- 


ons. And it ſo it be, that 


wc 
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we loue not God as we | 
ought, or if wee loue 
ſome other thing with 
him otherwiſe then for 
his ſake , how ſhall we. 
ſubſiſt before him , lo- | 
ving any thing better 
better then hezyeacuen 
againſt him, louing that |. 
which God hateth , to 
wit, the world and the 
defires thereof,and che- 
| riſhing his enemies in 
his preſence. 
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CHAP. I'V. 


| Fine meanes or helpes to 
inflame vs in the , 


lone of God. | 


ED 


Ow we are to treat 

of the mcancs to 
nouriſh in vs this loue. 
[c is ſurcly an effect of 
the Spirit of ſanCtificati- 
on , which God giueth 
onely to his children: 
whereupon this ſpirit 
is called rhe ſpirit of a- 
doption by theApoſtle, 
Rom.8.becaulc itis not 
etuen to any other then 
the children of God, | 
which he hath adopted 


In | 


et... 


—_— 


he 
«tn. AM 


d 

- 

A 

% 4 
* 
23 


b —_— 


oe IS 


OF GOD, 


in Ieſus Chriſt :and thar 
therefore hee frameth 
their hearts vntoa child. 
like loue , and to haue 
recourſe vnto God as 
their Father, Iris requi- | 
ſite, that the grace of 
God ſhould preu@r our 
wils, to make them wil. 
ling; that it may accom- 
panie them , that they 
may wul feruently; and 


that it follow them, to 
the end they may not | 


will in vaine, and with- 
out fruite. It © God which 
bringeth forth in vs with 


efficacie,both the will and 
the deede,according to his 


ky, "eee I__ 


200d pleaſure. Notwith- 
| ſtan- 


Phil.2.13. | 


THE LOVE | 
ſtanding God moueth. 
 vsnot like ſtones;he ma- 
keth vs follow willing- 
ly, he bendeth our wils 
by an vnconſtrained ne- 
ceſſitic, For this caule is 
it,that we are called,wor- 
kers together with God: 
 & thatin the ſame place 
where S. Pasl{aith, that 
God giueth the will and 
the deede according tohy 
zood pleaſure: he willeth | 
notwith{tanding that we | | 
| ſhould worke out our owne | || 
| ſaluation with feare and| | 
trembling.Phil.2.12,13. | F 
| The meanes then|Þ 
| which we haue to em-| | 
' ploy our ſclues in the | [? 
nou- | þ* 


YO  —— 


oo. 
"- 
T7 
W, - 
*- 
Mz 
£: 


OF GOD 
nouriſhing and cheriſh- 
ing of this loue of God 
invs, isin generall,to 
 giue our ſelues to good 
| workes, which be plea- 
fing vnto him. But in | 
this trauell , I finde ftue | 
| helpes, by which, wiſc- | 
dome ioyned with pic- 
> | tie, through a holy in- 
> | duſtrie do quicken this 
: | louein vs, and doe pur | 
matches as it were vnto 
our hearts , thereby to | 
kindle this ſpiritual! 
flame. 

Theſe meanes or aids 
are: 

I. The image of vi- 


dT 
Fs's Bed IN 4 1 MM 
: © —_ | IF no + 
- 4% 3 . LED : l 


Wo > TY ww Wn ow op 


I I. The 


— — 


| 


THE LOVE 


I T. The choice of! 
friends. 

I 1. Hatred of the 
world. 

I V. Prayer. 

V. The hearing and 
reading of the word. 


| 


: | 
'T he firit helpe or aiat of || 
the Loueof God, | 


| wo 
by %s 4 
{i 


Hole who void out 
| 4 of their lodgings|} 
their ſtable dung,do fat-|® 
ten their fields withall, |: 
and by ridding them-| 
ſelues of this infeRion, |Þ 
doe otherwiſe make ai 
profit therof. The faith-|® 
| full Chriſtian ought to| 
| fol-|.. 
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follow this example.For 
it isthe dutie of pietie, 


to diſcharge our ſclues 
of thoſe vices which are | 
of ill fauor before God: | 
but Chriſtian wiſedom 

| findeth meanes to draiy 

| cu@ from this filth, ſome | 
| commoditie, He then 

= which would ſeck ſome | 
1 modcl,wheron to form 
Þ| the loue of his God, 


2] moneſt allthereſt, the 
1] moſtmonſtrous and the 
4 moſt obſtinate vices, 8& 


|| they are fo all indeede, 


| YetIthink thatextreme | 
 auarice doth ſome deale | 


ought to obſerue a- | 


A beareaway the bell, Ler | 


It | 
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THE LOVE. | 
itthen be expoſed to 0- 
pen view; and let this 
monſter, which corrup. 
reth man when 1t is 
within him, teach man 
being thruſt forth, and 
| inſtruct him afarre off, 
For will you loue God, 
{as you ought? loue him 
then as a man extremely 
couetous loueth his mo- 
| ney. Auarice taketh a- 
 wayreſt, and troubleth 
| ſleepe ; his money is the| | 
firft thought at his wa-|| 
king: ſo let the loue of || 
God breake our ſleepe, 
 poſſefle our thoughts in 
| the night; letit be the 
| firſt of our thoughts at| | 
| our | 
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tate on his former gra- 
ces,to diſpoſe of our fu- 
ture life, to bevwaile our 


ing. Couctouſnes doth 
ſhut rhe heart of the co- 
 uetous into his coffer, 
where his treaſure 1s: fo 


alſo let the loue of God 


fixe our hearts in hea- 
nen , to the end that 


| | there where our trea- 


ſures be, there may our 


ſnarcheth out of thenig- 
gards hand the bread he 
ſhould eate,and maketh 
him be contene with lir- 


God 


i. 


our awaking, to medi- | 


finnes at the cock-crows- 


hearts be alſo . Auarice 


| 


tle: ſo muſt the loue of | 
| 
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| our bodies; to liue with 


| The auaricious man vn- 
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THE LOVE 
God teach vs abſtinece, 
and how to bring vnder 


litle, and to depriue our 
ſclues when tt 15 requt 
lite, of temporall com- 
modities for his ſeruice. 


dertaketh for gaine long! 
voyages, lequeltring 
himſclfe from his wife 
and children : ſo muſt 
the loue of God prepare 
vs to endure baniſhmet, 
to leaue wife and chil-|| 
dren to follow God, re- 
membring the ſaying of 
our Lord, Mat.1o, Who 
ſo loneth father or mother 


more then me, # not wor-|| 


thie.| 
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OF GOD. | 201 | 
thie of me: or who ſo lo- 
| ueth ſonne_ or daughter 
bf | more then me, net wor- 
rl | ;hie of me. The couctous 
|| man hauing put his mo- 
i-|| | ney vnto vſurie, calcula- 
e.'f| teth the time, and with | 
1-\8 | impatience attedeth the 
|| terme: fo we that know 
g|f| that God hath in his 
ef | hands our pledge, and 
|} | that hee will render vs 
ef | our alines with vſurie, 
ought with impatience 
{| to attend the time: of 
| payment; and in the | 
Ji meane time very prect- | 
0 | ouſly keepe his obliga- | 
7 || tron, which isthe do- 
||| trine of the Goſpell. 
e || The | 
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| terme of his life 1s at the 


THE LOVE 

The couerous man. the 
older hee waxeth , the 
| more greedy he is to ga- 
ther; he liueth poorely, 
that he may die rich; his 
purpoſe to gather 1s at 
the greateſt , when the 


—c 


ſhorteſt: ſomuſt the old 
man fearing God, make 
' more carefull prouiſion 
of faith and good works, 
Let him liuc poore in 
worldly goods, that he 
may die rich in heauen- 
ly.Old age is the groſids 
and lees of life ; but 1n 
| the faithfull man it re- 
neweth,as vnto an Ea- 
gle: for then he feeleth 


more'| 
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more lively and certain- 
ly the motions. of the 
life rocome; then hath | 
he the wager almoſt in 
his hand, being neere 
the end of his courſe. 
Whe the riuers are neer 
their end, and approach 
vnto the ſea; the tide 
cometh towards them, 
and meeteth them : ſo | 
when the courſe of a 
faithfull mans life com- 
meth neare his end,then 
God cometh to mecte 
him ; and before death, 
giveth him ſome taſte 
and feeling of the life to 
come. Then it is that we 
ought to hauca holy co- 
uctoul- | 


_————_—_—_ 
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uerouſneſle to husband 
our time , make a ſtocke 
of faith, ſend our good 
workes before vs.and to 
make our ſclues friends 
which may receine vs 
into the cuerlaſting ha- 
bitations. This medita- 
tion, which giueth vice 
a double conſtruction, 
and maketh it look both| 
waics, enforceth it to be 
an example and helpc 
vnto vertue : as Amor- 
| rhei captiues, to cleanſe 
| & decke the tabernacle; 
as a woman of Hethe, 
whoſe haire and nailes 
 arecut off, Deut.21.For 
vertue 15 ſo feeble in vs, 

that | 
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| The ſecond helpe unto the 


OF GOD. | 


OY 


boroweth helpe of vice; 
itpaſſcth ouer tothe Phi 
liſtias to whet her tools, 
Becauſe we canot com- 
prehend how much we 
owe vnto God , but 
through the conſidera- 
tion of that which we 
ojve vnto our concupl- 
(cence; forall that is ſto- 
len from him, 


| 


Lone of God. 


TR ſheepe of Iacob 
brought forth ſpor- 


{|to the colour of the rods 


ted lambes, according 


| WCTIC 


UE 


that to raiſe it ſelfe vp, it | 


Chaiſe of 
friends. 
Gen-39.37« 


A EEE 


obieds which they haue 
bctore their eyes « And 
this is a great cuill, that 
good examples haue 
nothing like ſo great 
force to forme vs vnto 
goodneſle, as bad haue 
ro induce vs vnto euill, 
For, as a man ſtrucken 
with the peſtilence, will 
ſooner infet a douzen 
ſound men which ſhall 
approach to him , then 
theſe whole men can 
 helpe him: in like ſort, 
vicious man will ſooner 


infet many honeſt me, 
then || 
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| OF GOD. 
then he wil corre& him 
(elfe by their example. 
For vice 1s here 1n his 
own ſoile,it cometh vp 
withour plating,it grow 
eth withour painz much 
more then being fortift- 
ed from without,8& wel 
laboured: but vertue 1s a 
ſtranger,and reſembleth. 
a graine brought from 
the Eaſt , which after 
much care and labour, 
doth yet little proſper 
bur degenerarte , eſpeci- 
ally in the contagion of| 
theſe times, which is as 
the dregges andiinke of 
all ſeaſons and ages, in 

which vertue is a prodi- 


B14 


Was 


LL 
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| | 


| 


—_—_ 
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gic,and pictic acrime or 
{1mplicitie. .For thus do 
men call fooliſhneſle in 


this age; in which,that 
they may reder or make 
yertue to be odious, 
| they cloath brutiſhneſſe 


| without being aware 


| with his habit.Euen as it 
| is vnea(1e that the flocks 
feeding amongſt the 
thornie buſhes , ſhould 
| ' not leaue ſome of their 
; wool: {o Is it hard for 
| an honeſt man, living a-|Þ 
| monegſtſo great corrup- 
tion, "buthe muſt leaue 
ſome of his innocencise, 
We fall away inſenſibly; 
we 20 on in badneſle, 


| thereof, fl 


—_— 
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| OF GOD. 
thereof, like people {lee- 
vingin aboate, and ca- 
ried downe the ſtream, 
which make much way 
without thinking there- 
on. Wherefore we are 
to looke to our ſelues, 
| and in ſo contagious an 
kb | aire, to proutde our 
e'} | ſclues of preſeruartiues, 
diff | of which,the beſt is rhe 
ir | lone & feare of God. And 
| | this loue is nouriſhed 
| by hanting thoſe which 
louehim. We muſt ac-| 
quaint our ſelues with 
{uch as wee ſhould be 
like; tothe end that the 
I faithfull with ſome few 
|| {friends louing God, 
i | L2 with] 


—_— 
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THE LOVE | 


| and relying on his loue. 


withdrawing himſelfe 
as it were from vices, 
may looke with horrour 
 vypon them as from afar 
off,ypon this ouerflow- 
ing torrent and power- 
full reigne of the diuell, 
comforting himſelte 1 in 
the meane timein God, 


| 


| amonerthe faithfull, will 


This ſame friendſhip 


 ſerue the berter to make 


| them know themſelues. 


For ſeeing we be blind 
inourimper feions,we 
ought to borrow our 
friends eyes, and lend; 
| them ours, to the end 
| we may mutually repre- 


| ; hend 


| OF GOD. 

'hendand correct one a- 
nother. The ſerious re- 
prehenſions of a friend, 
do more good then prat- 
ſes, were they nener ſo 
true, Whoſo ſhall take 
away from fricnd{hip 
the libertie of reprehen- 


| 


that may diſtinguifh it 
from flatterie, 

And ſeeing that we 
are naturally Tame and 


| beniimed in things tou- 


ching Gods feruice, we 


muſt employ the helpe 


they may bring vs into 
this bath to receive hea- 
ling. For God commu- 
L 3 nica- 


OE 


ding, leaueth nothing 


tt 


| 


| 


of our frieds, to the end | 


| 


| 
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nicareth not his graces 
 ynto vs;thatthey ſhould | 


fade and vaniſh with VS, 

bur that we might mut- 
tiply our talent;and that 
the ſpring of hisſ pirtual 
benedicions, which he 
 cauſerh to break forth 


| 1n vs, may run out, and 
| ſrrue for inſtruction to 


our neighbors:as Chriſt 
ſaith ro S. Peter: But thou 
being conuerted, confirine 
thy brethren. For if God 
command vs to take vp 
our enemies ſtrayed. 
beaſt ; how much more 
toreforme the ſoule of 
our friend, when it wan- 

dereth out of the way 


of 


hy — — — — 


| 


| | God looketh on, heark- 


y \ 


OF GOD. 


of aluation ? This com- | 
| munication alſoamong 
the faithfull , bringeth 
| comfort in affliction , 
which being deuided a- 
mong many,is more ea- 


fily borne . Many ſmall 
brooks reunited in one ' 


veſſels many afflicted 
ſpirits ioyning rheſclues 
together by concord & | 
 mutuall ſupport, will ca- | 
fly beare an afflition. 
And the word of God 
witneſſeth vnto vs, that 


\neth vnto , and taketh | 


tions and mutuall ex- 


223. 


 channell, carrie great | 


pleaſure in theconſola- 


L4 hor- 
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"* hortations of his chil- 


dren. So the Prophet 
| Malachie in the 3.chap- 
'rer ſaith, that when the 
proud are eſteemed hap 
pie, and the bad aduan- 
ced then thoſe which fea- 
red the Lord, ſpake > one 
onto another, c theLord 
was attentiue and heard: 
and a booke > of remem-| 
brance was written before 
him,for them which feare 
the Lord,and think on hu 
name_, and they ſhall be 
mine_ i 7 ſaid the Lord) 
when I ſhall lay apart my 


| 


| moft precious iewels. O 


how precious a treaſure 
is$4 vertuous friend fea- 


ring 


T —_— 


OE GOD. 


| markes the goodnelle | 


ting God! And would 
to God that as we are v. 
ſed to know by certaine 


and courage of a horſe, | 
ſo alſo in the choiſe of 
friends, thatwe might 
with the ſight of a ian. 
know his vertue: but the 


| 


Il lurking holes of the ſpi- 


| 


rit ofa man are ſodcep, 
that he deceiueth both 


| 


 himſelfe and others,and | 
he is hidden cuen from 
himſelfe. Yet by a mans 
innocencie of hisaQigs, 
ſobrictic of his words, | 
by the ſimplicitic ofhis | 
habit, by his zeale and 
ardour in Gods cauſe, 


Ls byl 


| 


1 
| 
| Contempt 

| and hatred 


of the world 


ba 
| 
| 
| 


I | 


| God. For the lone of the 


OO "x "OO Om. 


Rs ame, | 


E'T HE L O VE 
"| by his diſeſteem of gain, | 


by his eſchuing of plea: 
ſures,you may very pro- 
bably know the puritic 
of his mind within: eue 
| as by the ſparks coming 
forth ofa hcape of aſhes, 
men know the hidden 
fire, 


T he third helpe of the 
lou? of God. | 


ney diſeſteeme Iike- 
wiſe and hatred of 
the world, doth not ali- 
tleaide vnto the loue of 


. world, (faith S. James) is 
 enmitie 4 oainſt God. And 
F - dove ſewiſe If” anit 


il | 1h... 


one | 


- 
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OF GOD. 


one loue the world the loue 
| of the Father # not am 
him. By the world, 1 vn- 
derſtand humane but1- 
nes, worldly pomp, car- | 
| nallenticements carthly | 
| deſires,deceitful and vn- 
| certaine hopes : whoſo 


| loneth God , will looke 


' on theſe things with dil- 
daine. He wil paſſe ouer 


all theages of man,from_ 
| his conception ynto his 

rotten ſepulcher:he will 
conſider in all the con- 


life, his certaine milerie, 
his vncertain hopes, vn- 
froitfull gaine, thathe 
| may ſay with Salomon, 


" 


ditions and ſtates of his | 


x Va. 


_—_— 


# which the Lord hath 


| compaſſion : a diſdaine 


THE LOVE | 
Vanitie of vanities, all s 
vanitie, Looking on 
theſe things with a dif. 
daine , mingled with 


extending cuen vito ha 
tred,when he (hall con- 
[1der wickedneſle to be 
mingled with vanitie, 
and the diuellto haueſo 
eſtabliſhed his reigne In 

the world, that it s 4 


kind of miracle and pro. 


digte to fee therein a 
good man. So as the 
Prophet Efay acknow- 
ledgeth chap. 8. Behold 
wwe (laid he) and the chil- 


giuen me, for a ſiene and | 
for | 


a _- —_— 


OF GOD. 


for a miracle in n Iſracl. 
Now if it were a mira- 
cle in Iſrael to ſee a fa- 


feare of the Lord, how 
' much more amongſt in- 
 fidels 2 and if inTeruſa- 
lem, how much more | 
in Babylon : 2 It is then 

without reaſon that we 


| examples of diſloyaltie, 
 crueltie, vncleannefle; 
ſeeing that on the con-- 


milie inſtructed in the | 


wonder when vvee lee | 


J—_— 
y - 2 —— ——— — —_ 


 trary the Spirit of God 
teacheth vs, to hold the 


example of pictie and} 
the feare of God for a 
miraculous and vnuſud 
thing. Theſe and ſuch 


| like 


3.4 = - ths - 


i. 


—— — 
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like conſiderations ioy- 
ned ynto the feeling of 
the excellencie of the 
children of God, will 
cauſe the faithfull to e- 
ſteceme himſelte better 
then the worldzand loo- 
king on the earth as a' 
place curſed , will live 
therin asa paſſenger and. 
traucllcr: as an Engliſh- 


— — 


man that ſhould rrauell | 
| ouer Perſta or Tartaria, 


intending to returne in- 


| to his countrey, For hee | 


wil not anſiver as that 
 Philoſopher,who being 
enquired,of what coun- 
trey he was, anſwered, 
that he was a citizen of 


8} 


CO On 
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| | aireis cleer, looketh, vpo 
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| OF GOD. | 


the world:but the faith- 
' full ſaith, he ts a ſtranger 
[ in this world, and a citi- 
zen of heauen: and ther- 
' fore withdraw ing his af- 
 fetion from the world, | 


vato God, he doth like | 
| him,who from the trop 
of the Alpes where the 


the ficlds beaten «with 
tempeſt, the country all 
about foggic and miſtie; 
and there reioyceth him 


and raiſing vp his heart | 


ſelf;reſting himſelfe vps 
the loue of God, which | 
hath deliuercd him fr | 
this gencral malegictio, 
 SoInthe 29.Pſalme, af- | 


J. ———— 


| 4.7 ter | 
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ter having repreſented 


THE LOVE | 


the tearing of the Ce. 


mountaines,and the diſ- 
couering of the forreſts 


| dering voice of God, he! 


dren of God out of this 
confuſio, and aſſembles 
| them into Godspallace, 
where hee is glorified, 

| and aſſures himlelfe that 
| God wil giue peace and 
ſtrength vnto his peo- 


of God , which is his 
church, doth ſound that 
' voice, not which ſha- 
 keth the mountains, but 


by the force of the thun- 


 dars, the ſhaking of the 


withdraweth the chil-! | 


| 


ple. For inthispallace| | 


EE ES — 


which] | 


* | ſearnetoloue God. 
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which aſſureth our 
hearts; not that voice 
which rooteth vp the 
Cedars, but that which | 
comforteth our conſc1- 
ences : not that which 
cauſeth the Hindes to 
caſt their yong ones,but 
which. maketh vs to 
 conceiue hope, It is the 
word of the Goſpell, in 
| | which God layeth open | 
| [the treaſures of his loue: 
in which whoſoeuer| 
(hall rake a reliſh,he ſhall 
ftinde the ſweetes of the | 
world tobe bitterneſſe, | 
and hating the ſame,wil | 
Now we ſay this,not 
to 


_— — 


| 


| 


| . 

our endeuour in the ad- 
| . . * 

miniſtration of our ma- 


| not to ſtay there aboue 
| anight,willnot ſtand to! 


THE LOVE | 
to diſcharge our felues 
of all carthly things: this 
careleſnes of the world 
nindereth not the loue 
of ourchildren, nor the 
care of our family, nor 


 giltracie; -but the faithful 
will do theſe things, asa 
 paſſengerfits himſelfein 
the beſt manner he may 
at ſome Inne.He who 1s 


build a wall; and if he 
(uffer there any difcom-| 
| modity,he wil patiently 
digeſt it, becauſe it is but 


E paſſage. For the faith-] 
full 


, 


— 
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” 
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calland ciutl affaires,not 
2s if he meant there to 
ſet vp his ſtaffe, to tie 
therunto his defſeignes, 
or therein to place his 
hope. His thoughts will 
euer be in fome other 
place; and during his 
buſtneſſe, will ever think 


of the vanitie of his tra- 


| uell. He will alwayes be- 


ein his ations with the 
ſerutce of God, and in- 


| | vocation of his name; 
| and that ſhal ener be the 


rſt, which he will haue 


Martha, paine them- 


3 {clues 


a _ — 


| laſt: whileſt worldlings, | 
| | after the example of 


: 
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ſelues excefliuely in do- 

eſticke affaires ; he af- 

'rer Maries example, will 
| chuſe the good part, 

which ſhall not be taken 

from him, placing him- 
ſelte at Chrilſts feere to 
heare his word, If hee 
haucany worldly feares, 
they wil ztue place vnto| | 
the feare of God. If he|} 
 haue any hopes, they 
' will giue place vnto his 
hope of the kingdom of| | 
heauen , It he have any | 
ſorrowes, they will be| | 
[wallowed vp of a grea- 
rer ſorrow, proceeding | | 
ſrom the ſence of his\ | 
ſianes, or the brjlngh | 
o_ 


| 


—_ 


| OF GOD. 237 
of Ioſeph, God himlſclte 
-| | | herein is an example vn- 
| þ | to vs. Forin building of 
| | | the world, he hath done | 
| cOtrary vnto men which 
-| þ | dobuildalſo:men begin 
o| þ | atthe foundation, but 
e| | | God beginneth at the 
5, |} | top. He ſtretched out | 
o| Þ | the heauens, before he 
| | lated the foundations of 
| {the earth, The naturall 
| | workes of God, are ſpi-' 
| rituall inſtructions vnto 
vs. To the end that wce 
| | may follow this order, 
and that wee may cuer 
| | beginby the care of hea- 
| | uenly things;the earthly 
| | will preſent themſelues | 
| in| 


QC 
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in the ſecond rank tobe 

| 
| thought on, not of loue 


| | or of purpoſe, but by 
| 


| neceſſitie, and as much 
as 1s required, for not 
ſeeming cruell vnto 
thoſe which be ours,or 
| enemies to our {elues, 
| Seeke ye firſt the kingdom 
of God,ana the righteouſ. 
nes thereof, and all other 
things ſhal be adminiſired 
onto you, Math.6.33. 


T he fourth aide of the 
loue of God. | 


|| 7; 2p and often 
4 prayers doe likewiſe 
nouriſh thisloue;I mean | 


Pr aver, 
( 


as 


OF GOD. 
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as well publicke as pri- | 
uate:for the publick,are 
aquire of {ighes, a har- 
| MOnie of affeions ſent 
| vp with one accord vn- 
| roGod;which imitateth 
that holy confort of the 
Angels 8 ſoules of the 
| Saints ſounding on their 
harps in heauen;wherot 
mention is made inthe 
 5.of the Apocalypſe. In 
' our private prayers, the 
faithful man being hid- 
den from mans cies, dil- 
 couereth himſclfe vnto 


plaints to him with a 
child-tke femiliaritic, 
prayeth ynto him, not 


| God, maketh his.com- | 


of | 


240 | 
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1 ers of Rhetoricke. Fami- 


of cuſtome,but with af. 
tetio, with words bro- 
ken off with ſighes, 
which are vſed cuen in 
the midſt of bulinefle, 
through a gentle diſtra. 


— 


| 


ion and wholeſom in- 
terruption: which pray. 
ers haue no other mo- 
tive but loue, nor other 
ſubieR bur neceſſitie, or 
other eloquence but at- 
tetion. None craucth 
an almes with the floyw- 


liar fimplicitie is yeric 
comely in prayer. To 
make theſe ſolitary prat- 
ers, [aac went out into 
the fi. Ids. Soking Eze- 


chias | 


_— 


gn CEE 


71.4 turned his face vn- 


tothe wall, for fare to 
 betroubled inhisprater, 
So the Apoſtle S. Peter | 
went vp vnto an high 
raome of the houſe to 


himſelf in the 6.0f Luke, 
withdrew himſelfe into. 
a mountain to make his. 
prayers, and continued 
therein ail night. Both 
theſe ſorts of prayers 
haue promiſe of God to} 
beheard . Astouching 
tze publick,our Sauiour 
promiſeth vs, that there 
where _ two 07 three be 
gathered together in his 


pray alone. Icſus Chriſt + 


Matth,1s, 
3.19.20, | 


| M midſt l 


— — ———_— 
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midſt of them:andthatall 


which they ſhall aske with 


them. As forthe priuate, 
he alſo ſpeaketh thus in 
the 6.0f S.Matth. Weer 
thou prayeſt , enter into 


thy cloſet, aud hanine ſhut 


the doore_,pray unto thy 
Father which # in ſecret, 
| and thy Father which 
in ſecret, ſhall reward thee 
openlie. 
| Theſe prayers are fo 
' many matches of the 
loue of God. For as 
 ſoone as God will be 
prayed vnto by vs, this 
15a great witnes vnto vs 


| 1mpor- 


one accord,ſhall be ganted| 


| that he loues vs. Our| 


| 


uw 


I 


| "SOD. 


which callupon him, If 


| |dre,which cal vpon him 


m—_——— 
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R 
importunitie is pleaſing | 
vnto him ; he giueth by 
his commandemet tree 
acceſſe ynto our praters. 
That wee may obtaine | 
his graces , hee deman- | 
deth no other price 'of | 
vs but our prayers, For 


he demandeth but ſome | 
drops of our thankful- 
nes, He 1s attentiue vnto 
the crie of the afflicted. 
He— t nieh vnto them: 


the ctie of dead Abels 
bloud came vp vnto 
him ; how much more 
the cry of hisliuing chil- 


rivers of his goodnelle, | 


os... —— }\__.. 
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[1n the name of Telus 
Chriſtz1t he reckon our 
| haires, how much more 
our fighes and our pray- 
| ers, which hee himſelfe 
hath preſcribed vs? Adde 
hereunto, that prayer is 
| a ſtrong bridle vato VS, 
 tohold vs inthe feare of 


| 


—_—____ 


God . For this onelic 
| thought,that it is before 
him that we preſent our 
 (elues, before him who 
 knoweth our harts,who 
ſeeth all our filthineſſe 
throngh the cloake of 
EA hypocriſie; obligerh vs 
topurifie ourhearts and 
ourhands , to wit, our 
thoughts and actions; 
accort-| 
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| " 
[according to the com- 
mandement of the A- 
poſtle : 7 will (faith he) 
that all men make praters. 
im all places, brauing vp 
pure hands without anger 
or debate.On the contra- 


rie, God ( by the Pro-' 


OF GOD. | 245 | 


I Tim . &. 


phet Eſai) re:edterh hads 
| full of bizrid , cuen when 
they lengiten ont their 
| prazers. | 
| Thcnwhen we come 
to frame our prayers, 
each word that we ſay, 
is 11eflon or areproach, 
| For example, we thus 
dczin the Lords prayer, 
eur Father which art in 
beaven , In calling him 


-——_— 
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our Father , wee learne 
on the one part to be his 
obedient children, and 
| to be perlwaded of his 
loue: on the other {ide, 
to deſpiſe the world, as 
| inferiour to our digni- 
tie, ſeeing wee be the 
children of God, This 
word alſo of Oar, fra- 
meth vs vnto chari ity to- 
wards our neighbors, & 
to procure their good, 
not only in our prayers, 
but in all our actions. 
And theſe words,which 
art inheauen,aduertiſe vs 
to ſeeke for heauenly 
things ; and that our 


conuerſation ſhould be 
4s | 


o 


gy —_—_—— 


| as that of heauenly citi- 


| OF GOD. 


zens,and children of the 
heauenly King . Then | 
when the faithfull ſhall 
come to propoſe his de- 
| maunds , he will chide 
himſelfe on this ſort : 1 
craue of God that 4s 
| ame may be hallowed, 
and yet I profane and 
diſhonorit. I deſire that 
his kingdome may come, 
and be aduanced ; and 
notwithſtanding I refiſt 
and foreſlow it as much 
as licth in me, vnwilling 
that he ſhould reigne in 
me; not ſubieing my 
ſelfe vnto the ſcepter of 
his kingdome, which is 


| 


mw re 


RS FHE Love - 
his word; nor contribu- | 
| | ting any thing to his 
| Church which is called 
Þ in the Gol] pcll, Gods 
| kingdome. Item, I pray 
| +44 will may be done, and 
yet Lrefift this wil. beg 
| my bread,and yet couet 
another mans: My dailze 
| bread, and yet my couc- 
| tous care extends it ſelfe 
| vnto many yeares. So 
likewiſe wee craue that 
God would forgine vs as 
wee forgine them which 
| haut treſpaſſed againſt vs. 
and for all that wee are 
vnreconcileable,our ha- 
| tred is mortall, or to ſay 
better, immortall ; and 


| | _ yet! 


— 


— 
— 
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yet feare not that God 
ſhould heare vs, pardo- 
ning vs according as we 
pardon our neighbours, ' 
So we defire not tobe led | 
imo temptation, and yet 
we runne after temptas- | 
tions, bad companies, | 
| bookes of loue-tales, at- 
ter enticements and 0c- 
 caſtons of doing ill. Fi- 
nally,we finiſh this prai- 
er with mention of the 
kingdome and glorie of 
God, by which this 
ſameprayer began, that | 
it might warne vs, that 
cue as our praters, ſo al. 
foal our affcRiss ovght 
to begin and end with. 


| 


—_———— —— 


2 


| : 3 M 5 the | 


— 


| oy aduertiſements : for 


| God, we alſo ſpeake to. 


| hold,cither by diſobedi- 


by diilention. betweene 


| 
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the gloric of God. So 
many petitions , ſo ma- | 


leſus Chriſt moſt artif1- | 
cially , by teaching vs 
how tocraue for good, 
teacheth vs alſo to doit. 
In ordering our praters, 
hee alſo ordererh our a- 
 Rions: ſoas ſpeaking to | 


Rt A 


our ſclues ; ; by praying 
vnto God, we learne al- 

ſo to fearc him. And} 
ſurely when you ſhal {ce | 
vnrulineſſe in a houſe- | 


| ence of the children, or. 


| man and wife, iti5a cer- 
ten | 


D C—— 


OF GOD, 


ten witneſſe that God 
is not there called ypon 
as hee ought . For this 
only action of lifting vp 
of hearts and hands to- | 
gether vnto God, might | 
| have ſufficed to reunite 

their diuided affections, 

| and entertaine from day | 

'to day their familie in 
| the feare of God.For by 
ſpeaking often to God, | 
we learne to loue him, | 
and louing him to fol- 
low him. Moſes his face 
became ſhining for ha- 
 ving ſpoken with God: 
fo ourſoules wil becom 
enlightned1n the know- 
ledge of God, when we 


ſhall 


_— 
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ſhall have often accuſto- | | | 
medthem to ſpeak with 
 Gud. 

E 1 Theſe very ſame prat- | 
ers do nouriſh faith,and 
| by conſequece the loue| | | 
of God. For if we truſt 
in any one,we mult ne- | Þ| | 
 ceſſarily louehim.Praier 
C 7 without faith, is a kinde | | | 
of initurie done vnto 
| God, becauſe we doubt 
| \cither of hispower, or 
of the truth. of his pro- 
miſes. How will they call 
Vpon him, in whom they 
haue not belceued? Rom. | 
| 10. Andtherefore Saint | 
| lames chap. 5. calleth it 
| the prayer of faith : and 
4 | ſaith, i 


—_ 


| and ſtrengthening it ſelf | 


—_—_—— 


"ISS coDd;. ? 


ſaith, that wichour faith 
we can obtaine nothing 

of God. 
| Yea ſurely, faith en- 
 gendreth praier,bur this | 
daughter nourifheth her | 
mother ; and in nouri- | 
ſhing faith,it nouriſheth 
alſo by conſequent the 

 loue of God:ſceing that. 
faith is nothing clſc but 


 uing vnto his promiſes, 


by theproofes of Gods 
 alliſtance, as often times 
as hee hath heard our 
PIaycis. 


| the Joue of God, clea- |. 
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Hearing & Ne” remaineth the 


reading 


of the word 
of God, 


| ring whereof maketh 


T he fift aide of the love 
of God, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


hearing & reading 

of the word of God: | 
the word which is the 
finger of God, with! 

which he engraueth in 
vs his loue, A word 
{ which breatheth no- 
| thing but loue:thehea. 


the Spouſe to ſpring 
with ioy, in the ſecond 
of Cantic, Ths# (faid 
ſhe) the voice of my wel- 


| beloned. And in the fift 


| chap. My ſoule was ina 
| maze 10 heare him ſpeake. 
| Faith 


— 


| OF GOD. 


Faith cometh by bearme, (7 
and hearing by the word 
of God . Now this faith ' 


ruſting in the promiſes 
of God. The loue of 
God then cometh alſo 
| by hearing of his word: | 


| God ordaining , that as 


death entrred ge the 


world by the care and | 


' 


; hearing of the diuels 
ſpeech; ſo life ſhould en- 
ter by the care and hea- 
ring of Gods word.lt is 
the principall meanes 
through which he im. | 
| printeth in vs his loue, 
For mthis word,God | 
doth plainly declare his 
loue, | 


£ 


is this verie ſame loue, | 


| 
j 


"— _ = 5 Y- — _ —_ lt... en. 
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| 


| 1hou ſheuldeſt be mindfull 


| the meanneſle of man; 


| Gods liberality rowards 


loue. It was alreadie a 
great loue to haue crea-| 
red all things for man, 
and to haue eſtabliſhed 
him ouer the workes of 
his hands. Dazid inthe 
8. Pſalme, raviſhed with 
this contemphation, cri- 
 eth out, alas,what i man 
that thou remibref him, | 
or the ſonne of man, that 


of him ? Now hee faith 
this,hauing reſpect vnto 


how much more would 
he haue exclaimed, if he 
had confidered his per-| 
uerſneſſe? He admireth 


man ; 


— —_— — — 


; 


| 


3 — 


| 


| 
| 


| 
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admire his loye in our 
redemption, wherein he 


good things,bt his on- 


'on which he giueth vs | 


| 


cop. | 


man inthe creatio; how | 
much more muſt wee | 


not onely giueth vs his 


ly Sonne,and in his Son 
 himſelfe : 2 H=- admireth 
the conteplation of hea- 
ue; how miwch more the 
poſſeſſion? He elocifieth 
God for the dominat-' 


 ouer the creatures; how 
much then muſt wee 
glorific him for our cter- | 
nall reigne with his An- 
gels To this purpoſe 
It is good to obſcrue, 
how the diuell, who 5 


OC mEEBL__— ———_ | >—— 


Gods 


mt 


© 
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| profane,which plant vi- 


——_— 


Gods ape,hath declared 
vnto the heathen many 
fables, in which they 
make Juprter their god 
deſcend on earth, being 
drawne thitherby loue, 
Theſe fables verily are 


cesin heauen,to the end 
they may beauthoriſed. 
| Notwithſtading I think 
that cuil ſpirits haue for- 
med theſe impieties, in 
imitatio of the doctrine 
of the Goſpell: the ſum 
whereof is, that God 
being moued with the: 
loue which he beareth 
vato mankind , came | 


downe from heauen, | 
| and 


A — 


— _———— 


—_ —_—_ 


| 
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OF GOD. 


and by a ſpirituall ma- 


riage,allied himſelfe vn- 


to man ; clothing him- 


ſelfe with our fleſh, to 
toyne our ſelues ynto 


God.For the Goſpel is 


| no other thing then a 
| meanes to draw man 
| vnto God, by the force 
| of this loue of God to- 


wards ma, which ought 
to kindle in man lJoue 
towards God. For this 
caule God deſiring to 
repreſent in a word 
both the loue which he 


| beareth to vs, and that | 
which helooketh for at 
our hands, compareth 


this ſacred bond which 


he] 


£ 


| toa mariage, profeſſing 


[is the Spirit of God, 


—_— 
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he will hate with VS,Vn- | 


 himſelfe to be icalous of 
our loue. This mariage 


and his Church; a mar- 
rtage,the bond whereof 


whoſe trothplight is per 


| 


formed in the Church, | 
but the nuptial feaſt ſhal 


be in the kinedome of 
heauen: whoſe contra | 
5 the Goſpel;a contra, 
whereof the Apoſtles | 
haue bene the Nota- 

ries, ſubſtened with the 
bloud of t the Sonne of 
God , ratified by the 


| bloud of ſo many Mar- 
yrs, | 


——. Ml... — 


A — 


is between Ieſus Chriſt |. 


tirs,yea cuc of ourtime. 


 euident witneſles of the 
loue of God,in the con- 
due and conſeruation 
of his Church, accor- 
ding to the recitaltherof 
made in the word of 
God. How he hath re. 
| uenged the bloud of A- 
bel. How he ſerucd as a 
{ Pilot and ſtecresman to 
his Church 
within the Arke . How 
for the loue of Abraham 
and Iſazc, he hath ſtric- 
; ken or conrbed kings. | 
How he prepared lod- 
ging for his people in 
\FBYPr- How he drew 


_the m | 


_—_ 


_— 


 Adde hereunto the | 


incloſed 


| 


__—_— —— 
— — 


— ———— — 
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\ uen them his law, fed 


them from thence with 
a mightic and outſtrer- 
 chedarme, bauing car- 
ried his children out of 
captiuitie, as vpo Eagles 
wings. How he hath gi- 


uen, couered them in 
the day time, and giuen 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


ak : 
driven out nations be- 


them light in the night; 


A ___ 


torethem. How his cha- 
ſtilements haue cuer bin 
interlaced with deliue- 
rances, to the end they. 
ſhould not fall afleepe 
inalong proſperitie,nor 
be ouerwhelmed with | 
too long aduerſitie.The | 


I a. 


_—_— OS 


them with breadof hea- | 


_ hiſto- 


——— 
_—d 
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OF GOD. | 


Dauid and his ſuccel- 
ſors,” the deliuerance of 
Babylon, thereeſtabliſh- 
ment of Ierufalem, is it 
not a whole webbe of 
wonders , proceeding 
from the loue of God 
towards his Church? 

And inthe Gofpell, do 
| we not ſce all the Ro-: 
mane Empire moued, : 
and the power of the 
oreateſt Emperor of the 
world employed,in the 
numbring of all the fa-/ 
| Mites, onely to make a. 


| poore virgin paſſe from 
' Nazareth to Bethlehe? 


curbing with. his decree. 


hiſtorie of Iudges, of | 


and 


T2 
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and counſell, allcheam- 
bition of ſo great a mo- 
narch, and making him 
| contribute at vnawares 
 vato the .accompliſh- 
 mentof the prophelſigs? 
That which is the grea- 


| teſt of theworld, em- 


| leaſt of his children, and 
{erueth for the execurtio 
of his loue. 


being full of ſuch exam- 
ples , rightly may it be 
called the booke of true 
love, ſeeing that therein 
| God not onely vnfol- 
deth his loue , bur alfo 
| binderh vs to lone him; 
and 


— — 


| The holy Scriptare 


| 


ploycth it (eclfe for the| 


| 


ALS 


O—— 


:i7F 
|| 


— 


———_ 
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th. 


—_n_— 


and not only exhorteth 
vs to this loue. but alſo 
produceth it in vs by 
this ſame word, accom- 
panying the preaching 
af the ſame wth the ef- 


And to ſay true, I thinke 
that the moſt part of vs 
hauc had expericce,that 
after the hearing of the 
word, the ſparks of loue 
do kindle in our hearts; 
and that hearing God 
ſpeake , or ſpeaking, of 


| Wood. |! 


ficacy of his holy Spirit. | 


God, we are inflamed 
with his loue. So the 


was vaniſhed. ſaid, Did 


two diſciples being in E- | 
maus, after Ieſus Chriſt | 


| 


— — 


N not | 


Or ee EET 
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| 


| 


_ — 


— 


wat our harts burn within 
vs,when he ſpake vntovs 
on the waie, and preached 
the Scriptures? And lere- 
mie in the 20.chap. deſi- 
ring to reſerue the word | 
of God in his hart with- 
outvtcering it,ſaith,that 
he felt it in his heart like 
a burning fire. Where- 
fore ſo? but becauſe this 
word recetued into the 
hearts of the auditors, 
heateth them with the 
like ardour : as alſo the 
tongues of fire deſcen- 
ding vponthe Apoſtles, 
witneſſed tharGod gaue 
them burning tongues, 
anda word full of efhca- 


cie,| 


—_— A... —— 
—_ Aam___—@W@-_u_—1 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| way with their buſines, 
| or withheld by feare; or 


| a caule groweth ouer 


| negligence will grow to} 


= GOD: ! 
cie, to. enflame mens 
hearts, Wherefore thoſe 
which being caried a- 


perſwaded of their ſufh- 
 ciencie, neglect coming 
' to ſermons. ſhall inſenſt- 
bly feele that this heate 
waxethcoole, and that 


their conſciences. This ! 


a'diſtaſt, this diſtaſt ro a 
 diſdaine,this difeſteeme | 
vato a hardnes of heart 
& enmitic againſt God. 
Whoſocuer will enter- | 


taine the loue of God in| 


his heart, ought dayly to | 


| N 2 come 


pt EY —l— ii. 
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— 


Jo, I 5+3s 


| come &heare his word, 


the which he hath cho- 

ſen as a wholſom means 
| to moue our hearts and 
to purge our {pirits : as | 
Chriſt ſaith to his Apo- 
ſtles: Tow are cleane_ 
throuech the word which 1 
haue Mikes unto you, Be- 
ing there, we muſt hear- 
' ken to the preaching 

| with greedineſſe, ſuffer 
| reprehenſ1ons gently,re- 
| ceiue exhortations with 
ardor. And euc as thoſe, 
| ypon whom men mean 
to make ſome inciſ1on, | 
| ſuffer themſelues to be 
| bound and pinioned by 
the Chirargion,leſt the 
_motion| 


i —... 


ſhould hinder the ope- 
ration:{omuſt we, when 


the ſeruants: of Gad are: 
occupied about pric- 


oft Qur concupiſcences, 


ing, lichrneſſe and in- 


by our impatiencie. 


Beroea; who after they 
had heard S. Panls prea- 


| motion of the patient | 


king the apoſtumes of | 
 OUr vices, and cutting | 


-- — 


which S. Pasl calleth eur | 
members; ſtay our mo- | 


 conſtancie. leſt it hinder | 
the efficacy ofthis word | 


| Tothcehcaringof the 
word,we muſt adde the | 
reading » according to | 
the example of thoſe of | 


N 3 ching., [ 


—— . * _— - 


Coloſſ.3.5. 
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| ching,went and conſul- 
ted with the Scriptures, 
to ſee_the' conformitie 
therof withthewtitinos 


being powerfull in' mt- 


preach with ' authoritie 
enough to be belecued, 
as might be thought; 
how much more ought 
We-nory a dayes, at our 
coming fro the ſermon, 
 contentourcurioſ! ity,t0 
| know if that we heare 
that day, be true £ Wee 
which heare Paſtors 
| which are not receiue- 
able,but ſo farre forth as 


ll 


of the Prophets ; al- 
though that the Apoſtle 


ractes and in words, did 


| ; they | 


—_— 


— 


| OF GOD, 
| they proue their ſayings 
' by the word of God? A. 
| mongſt all the books of 
holy Scripture,the moſt 
obſcure is the Apoca- 
lypſe, and yetit is faid | 
in the firſt chapter, that | 
| happie are they that read, |. | | 
and thoſe which heave the | 34 
word's of this propheſie. In i? 
the 17. of Deuter. God | | 
commandeth Kings to} 
| reade the booke of the} 
| law,all thedayes of their | 
{life. Reading thereof | 
was the exerciſe of the 
Queene Candaces Eu- 
nuch , as he rode in his 
chariot.If he read being 
a paga,how much more | 
N 4 be- 


——— 
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being becomea Chriſti. 
an? Anditheread when | 
he vaderſtoodnot,how 
| much morewhen he be-| 
gan to vnderſtand? If he 
read 1n his chartot, how 
| much more in &ishoule? 
Allo God hath tende- 
red him his hand by the 
miniſtery of Philzp; and 


 vpon the reading, the | 
liohe AC tha RNealaell ic 


come vnto him, for an 
argument yvnto vs of 
hope, that in reading 
carefully the holy Scrip- 
rures,God wilenlighten 
vs. He which acculeth it 
of obſcuritie,accuſeth it 
| alſo of leafing:for it ſaith 


oy 


 _— 
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of it ſelfe,thar it enlight- 
ueth wiſedome to the | 
poore and {1mple;that it | 
isalanterne to our feet, 
&alight yntoour paths, 
It it beobſcure,zz «(faith 
| the Apoſtle) zo thoſe, of 
who the god of this world 
hath blinded the onder- 
[tandings. At leaſt let vs. 
have good opinion of | 
| Godour Father. Let vs | 
not thinke that he hath | 


| 


| 


| 


( 


| written his Teſtament in 


obſcure termes and am- 
biguous clauſes, to in- 


 Pſal.1 he: 
neth the eyes; that it gi- |? © 7*: 


| | 
Pſal. I I'9, | 


tangle vs in ſuites. The 
Father of lights is neuer 


cauſe of obſcuritie. Let 


VS 


y.103, 


1,Cor.3s 


Pn" I 


vs not endeuor to make 
this word ſuſpitious vn- 
tothe people, as if the 
reading thereof were 
dangerous; as doe thoſe 
 profanely fearful people 


| who vnder cuerie ſtone 
| [magine a Scorpion to 


lurke.If there be any dif- 


ficulties, the reſt which 


taine but ynto the lear- 
ned to reade the Scrip- 
tures , it appertaineth 
then vato none toreade 
them, for no bodie is 
Skilfull before he haue 


read them. Wee reade 


| THE LOVE | 


is cleare 1s ſufficient yn- | 
| toſaluation, If it apper- 


— 
* 


| 


not the word of God 
be-/ 


becauie we are learned, | 
but to become 10. 

| Now here we paſſe 
ouer an infinite number 
of profits which we ga- 
ther of thisreading;as is | | 
the confirmation of our 
faith; confolation in af- | 
fiction, a gentle diuer- | | 
ting ; a maiſter which 
| flattereth not, a copanie | 
which- is' not trouble- | | 
ſome, a ſpitituall muni- | 
tion houſe, which con- | 
taineth all ſorts of wea- 

| 


pons againſt temptati- 
ons, which furniſherh | 
wherewithall to refit a- | 
gainſt error, following | 
the exaple of our Lord, 
| euer - 


A. ——_— 


—_— 


— — 


| 


hearts the loue of God. 
This is knowne by expe- 


once begins to take ataſt 


| gin to prouec without re- 
4 4 
liſh : you ſhall ſee no 


ee err, 
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euer refiſting the diucll 


by Scripture,and ſaying 
vnto him,/t #w written. zt 


& written, Onely we 


will ſtay our ſelues vpon 
this,to wit, that the rea- 
ding kindleth in our 


rience, For after a man 


im reading the holy Scri- 
ptures, other ſtudies be- 


| 


more vpon the Carpet, 
bookes of loue; the ridt- 


culous Romanes and 
tales of Amady do flie 
before the Bible more | 
=: then] 
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then the diucll before 
 holywater: all theſe plea- 
f1ng and vaine. readings 
which buſted the ſpirit 
and tickled the imagina- 
tion, do leeſe their taſte 
after this ſpirituall nou- 
riſhment. Anotherkind 
of loue 1s kindled in the 
ſpirits of thoſe which 
dayly propoſe vnto the. 
ſelues the witneſſes of 
the loue of God to- 
wards vs, contained 1n 
his word. 

This meditation fur- 
niſheth vs with a 1ufſt 
ſubiect of complaint, 
For then whe they bur- 
ned vs for reading the 
Scrip- 
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Scripture, wee burned 
| id . 
with zeale to be reading 


bertie is bred alſo our 
negligence 8 diſeſteem 
| thereof, We are barba- 
rous , and ney to ſeeke 
in the language of Gods! 


| Spirit, Our hearts then 


reſemble flint-ſtones, 
| which caſt no ſparks but 
when they are ſ{trucken. 


Many will haue a Bible 
well bound & gilt,lying 


| vpon a cupboord, more 
for ſhew then for inſtru- | 


| Atton : we loue but the 
 outlide thereof.Wee a- 
dorne the holy Scrip- 
cures outwardly, but it 


were | 
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them. Now with our li- 
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often reading, that thy 


OE GOD. 


were better it might 
decke vs within. It were 
better it were torn with 


conſcience might be 
more entire : for it is 
more eaſte for thee to 
haue another, then it is 
eaſte for thee to be an 
honeſt man without it. 
Wee delire a faire im- 
preflion ; but the faireſt 
impreſſion is that which 
is made with the finger 
of God in our ſoules. 
The matrices of theſe 
characters are 1n hea- 
uen. This loue of God 
is ingrauenin our hearts 
with his hand, and is 


| for-| 
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formed ypon the model 


according as he faith in 
the 15. of Saint /obn: As 
my Father loued me, fo 
bake I lowed you: 
remaine its 


7y loue, 
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of that loue which hee | 
hath borne vs in his Son: | 


